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500/Free to Deployed Areas 


Corps to eliminate tank battalions 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON 

T he Marine Corps has decided it 
must eliminate its tank battalions 
and reduce its infantry and artil¬ 
lery units in 10 years as it converts 
its force to one more aligned with 
taking on potential adversaries such as China, 
the service announced Monday. 

Marine Commandant Gen. David Berger 


said in October that the Marine Corps is “not 
optimized for great competition. It is not opti¬ 
mized to support a naval campaign.” The re¬ 
ality of the world has forced them to “throw 
out old assumptions and start fresh,” he said 
at the time. 

Since summer, the Marine Corps has un¬ 
dergone a review of its personnel, units and 
equipment to determine what type of forces 
the service will need to fight future battles. 

SEE FUTURE ON PAGE 14 


With eye toward future, Marines 
also plan to reduce ranks by 12,000 
decrease artillery units in 10 years 


Marines with 2nd Tank Battalion, 2D 
Marine Division participate in Exercise 
Trident Juncture 18 near Folldal, Norway, 
in November 2018. 



Army command in Europe imposes coronavirus curfew 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — One of 
the largest U.S. Army commands in Europe has 
placed thousands of soldiers, family members, ci¬ 
vilians and contractors within its area of respon¬ 
sibility under a 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew, in an 
effort to contain the spread of the coronavirus. 

The curfew, believed to be the first imposed 
on defense personnel and their families in Eu¬ 
rope because of the pandemic, was included in 


a general order signed Monday by Maj. Gen. 
Christopher O. Mohan, commander of the Kai¬ 
serslautern-based 21st Theater Sustainment 
Command. 

“Here’s the bottom line,” Mohan said in a 
video announcing the curfew and other, tighter 
restrictions. “If you’re not at work, at a doctor’s 
appointment, picking up groceries, getting gas or 
picking up food from some limited takeout facili¬ 
ties, you need to be at home. From 2200 to 0500, 
we need you either at work or at home.” 

The order applies to commands on installations 


within the 21st TSC’s footprint, a spokesman for 
the command said Tuesday. Mohan is the senior 
officer for Army installations within U.S. Army 
Garrison Rheinland-Pfalz, U.S. Army Garrison 
Benelux, Kosovo, Romania and Bulgaria. 

People can go out at night for three reasons 
only — official travel, medical emergencies and 
pet care, Mohan said. 

Troops found violating the order could face 
administrative action or punishment under the 

SEE CURFEW ON PAGE 9 
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EXCHANGE RATES 


BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

NC wins piracy case over Blackboard's ship 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court on Monday sided 
unanimously with North Carolina 
in a copyright fight with a com¬ 
pany that has documented the 
salvage of the pirate Blackbeard’s 
ship off the state’s coast. 

Justice Elena Kagan wrote 
for the court that the company’s 
copyright infringement lawsuit, 
which she called “a modern form 
of piracy,” could not go forward 
because the Constitution gener¬ 


ally protects states from lawsuits 
in federal courts. 

The 21st-century dispute arose 
over the Queen Anne’s Revenge, 
which sank over 300 years ago. 

The ship is the property of the 
state, but under an agreement, 
North Carolina-based Nautilus 
Productions has, for nearly 20 
years, documented the ship’s sal¬ 
vage. In the process, the company 
copyrighted photos and videos. 

North Carolina first posted pho¬ 
tos on a state website, and later 
put videos on a YouTube channel 


and included a photo in a newslet¬ 
ter. Nautilus sued in federal court, 
but the federal appeals court in 
Richmond, Va., ruled that North 
Carolina could not be sued. 

The Supreme Court ruled in 
1999 that states could not be 
sued in federal court over patent 
infringements. Patent and copy¬ 
right protections come from the 
same constitutional provision 
that outlines Congress’ powers. 
Kagan noted that the earlier case, 
known as Florida Prepaid, “all 
but prewrote our decision today.” 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 25).$1.06 

Dollar buys (March 25).€0.8981 

British pound (March 25).$1.15 

Japanese yen (March 25).107.00 

South Korean won (March 25).... 1,226.00 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3781 

British pound.$1.1745 

Canada (Dollar).1.4453 

China (Yuan).7.0580 

Denmark (Krone).6.9060 

Egypt (Pound).15.7451 

Euro.$1.0811/0.9250 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7561 

Hungary (Forint).325.52 

Israel (Shekel).3.6377 

Japan (Yen).111.19 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3127 

Norway (Krone).11.0791 

Philippines (Peso).50.85 

Poland (Zloty).4.26 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7563 

Singapore (Dollar).1.4481 

South Korea (Won). 1,239.30 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9791 

Thailand (Baht).32.79 

Turkey (Lira).6.4639 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.09 

3-month bill.0.00 

30-year bond.1.35 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE 


THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC 




TODAY 

IN STRIPES 


American Roundup 

.16 

Classified. 

.13 

Comics. 

.15 

Crossword. 

.15 

Faces. 

.17 

Opinion. 

18-19 

Sports. 

20-24 


STARS^STRIPES 

However you read us, 
wherever you need us. 


Mobile • Online • Print 


EUROPE 

ADVERTISING 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

Customer5ervice@stripes.com 

1 +49(0)0631.3615.9111 

I DSN: 314.583.9111 

MIDDLE EAST 

ADVERTISING 

KRISTI KIMMEL | 

CustomerService@stripes.com 

| +49(0)0631.3615.9111 

1 DSN: 314.583.9111 

PACIFIC 

ADVERTISING 

“nag, | ^ ac '^cAdvertisi„ 9 @stripes.com | CML + 8, 552,5,773,3 


#• PCSing? STARS 

4 


STRIPES 

RELOCATION GUIDE, 

Every Friday in the European and Pacific editions 
of Stars and Stripes AND online daily at 
www.stripes.com/relo 




















































Wednesday, March 25,2020 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 3 


MILITARY 


USAF suspends 
Space-A travel 
for many flyers 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The Air Force has curtailed 
space-available travel, the type 
of low-cost air travel available to 
service members, their families, 
civilian employees and retirees, 
to limit the spread of coronavi- 
rus, Air Mobility Command an¬ 
nounced Sunday. 

The suspension remains in ef¬ 
fect through May 11. Space-A 
travel is still available to certain 
categories of travelers, includ¬ 
ing service members and their 
families on emergency leave and 
wounded warriors, according to 
the announcement. 

“Our focus remains on force 
health protection, and this tempo¬ 
rary suspension of Space-A travel 
represents a sensible course of 
action to increase force health 
protection measures, while simul¬ 
taneously decreasing risk to mis¬ 
sion from COVID-19,” said Ellen 
Lord, undersecretary of defense 
for acquisition and sustainment, 
in a statement. 

Space-available allows eligible 
travel aboard military and con¬ 
tractor cargo and passenger air¬ 


craft at low or no cost. Space-A is 
never guaranteed. 

For those still eligible for 
Space-A, the Air Mobility Com¬ 
mand has suspended pillow and 
blanket service, along with pro¬ 
viding hot towels. It recommends 
passengers bring those items. 
Also, passengers may be subject 
to medical screening. 

A detailed list of eligible trav¬ 
eler status and circumstances 
is available at the Air Mobility 
Command website. 

Travel restrictions and adviso¬ 
ries from separate wings of the 
U.S. government leave service 
members, their families, Defense 
Department civilians and Ameri¬ 
cans in general with shrinking 
travel options, anyway. Travel 
curbs are meant to curtail the 
coronavirus pandemic, which has 
sickened more than 330,000 peo¬ 
ple and killed more than 14,500 
worldwide, according to the 
World Health Organization. 

The Defense Department has 
curtailed all but essential travel, 
with some exceptions, for ser¬ 
vice members and DOD civilian 
employees, putting permanent 
changes of station and travel for 
temporary duty on hold until May 
11 . 



Gabrielle Spalding/U.S. Air Force 


A Patriot Express flyer retrieves his luggage inside the passenger terminal at Yokota Air Base, Japan, in 
2018. The Air Force has temporarily suspended space-available travel to some to help limit the spread 
of coronavirus. 

*Our focus remains on force health protection, and this 
temporary suspension of Space-A travel represents a sensible 
course of action to increase force health protection measures, f 

Ellen Lord 

undersecretary of defense for acquisition and sustainment 


For all military, DOD civilians 
and their families, the Defense 
Department has also banned 
travel to, from or through areas 
under a level 3 travel advisory by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. That designation 
Tuesday included areas where 
the U.S. has some of its largest 
concentrations of overseas troops: 


South Korea, Japan, Great Brit¬ 
ain, Turkey and the continent of 
Europe in general. 

Thursday, the U.S. State De¬ 
partment threw out a blanket 
“do not travel” advisory, caution¬ 
ing Americans to avoid inter¬ 
national travel altogether or if 
already abroad to return home 
immediately. 


Japan on Monday imposed 
travel restrictions starting Thurs¬ 
day on anyone arriving from the 
United States. Those travelers 
must self-isolate for two weeks 
upon arrival to avoid the spread 
of coronavirus. 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 


US troops stay at southern border 
as coronavirus spreads elsewhere 


By Molly O’Toole 

Los Angeles Times 

The United States is in a state of emergency, with 
thousands of active-duty military and National 
Guard troops deployed — and not because of the 
coronavirus. 

Under the “national emergency” President Don¬ 
ald Trump declared in February 2019, roughly 5,200 
troops remain at the U.S. southern border to assist 
in detecting undocumented migrants, though ap¬ 
prehensions are at the lowest levels in years. While 
other National Guard and military units respond to 
the rapidly spreading virus, the troops at the bor¬ 
der are authorized to stay there through Sept. 30, 
according to the Defense Department. 

The Pentagon “has no plans to pull units off the 
border for coronavirus response,” Lt. Col. Chris 
Mitchell told the Los Angeles Times in a statement 
Monday. 

The troops mainly perform services in support 
of government border agencies because federal law 
prohibits the U.S. military from domestic law en¬ 
forcement activities. Reports of some troops’ duties 

— including, at one point, painting a border barrier 
“to improve the aesthetic appearance of the wall” 

— have led to criticism from lawmakers and former 
officials that the military is being used for the pres¬ 
ident’s political agenda. 

David Lapan, formerly an official at the Defense 
and Homeland Security departments and now a 


vice president at the Bipartisan Policy Center, said 
that in a department as large as the Pentagon, the 
border deployment isn’t likely to inhibit its ability to 
help against the pandemic. 

“But,” Lapan wrote in an email to the Times, “the 
larger issue is the absence of a real mission at the 
(southwest) border because apprehensions have 
steadily decreased and new coronavirus measures 
taken by the administration are further restricting 
movements across the border.” 

Last week, the administration halted most traf¬ 
fic at the border, restricting all nonessential travel 
to try to slow the spread of the coronavirus. Though 
the U.S. has far more confirmed cases of infection 
than Mexico or countries farther south, the Home¬ 
land Security Department said it will block almost 
all migrants from entering, whether at an official 
port of entry or elsewhere, and will return them to 
Mexico or their country of origin. 

Lapan added that the troops and military funding 
“could be put to better use in responding to corona¬ 
virus as well as to true national security threats.” 

Trump’s declaration of a border emergency last 
year was part of his fight with Congress over fund¬ 
ing for his proposed wall, a showdown that led to 
the longest partial government shutdown in U.S. 
history. Since then, the administration has diverted 
about $15 billion from military accounts and other 
federal funding for border barrier work, according 
to a March 13 status report by Customs and Border 
Protection and the Army Corps of Engineers. 


COVID-19 ruled out in 
death of soldier found 
in barracks in S. Korea 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A com¬ 
bat engineer with the 2nd Infan¬ 
try Division sustainment brigade 
was found dead in her barracks at 
Camp Hum¬ 
phreys, the 
military said 
Tuesday. An 
official said 
coronavirus 
had been 
ruled out as 
the cause. 

Pvt. 1st 
Class Maris- 
sa Jo Gloria, 
Gloria 25, of Moor¬ 

head, Minn., 
was pronounced dead at the scene 
by emergency medical personnel 
after she was found unresponsive 
Saturday, according to the 2nd 
Infantry Division. 

It said the death was under in¬ 
vestigation. A 2nd ID spokesman, 
however, took the unusual step of 


ruling out any links to the corona¬ 
virus before the investigation was 
complete because of high concern 
over the global pandemic. 

“There was no illness, and she 
did not present any COVID-19 re¬ 
lated symptoms,” Lt. Col. Martyn 
Crighton told Stars and Stripes on 
Tuesday. 

Gloria joined the Army from 
Fargo, N.D., in January 2019. She 
was assigned to the sustainment 
brigade after completing training 
at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and 
arrived at Camp Humphreys last 
April, a press release said. 

Lt. Col. Robert Dion, com¬ 
mander of the brigade’s 11th 
Engineer Battalion, expressed 
condolences. 

“Marissa was a key member 
of the Jungle Cats Battalion,” he 
said. “We are all deeply saddened 
by the loss and will keep her fam¬ 
ily in our thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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WAR/MIDEAST 


US vows to cut 
aid if infighting 
ruins Afghan pact 



Jon Gambrell/AP 


U.S. Marines walk down a removable Trident Pier leading to an American ship docked near an Emirati 
military base in al-Hamra, United Arab Emirates, on Monday. U.S. Marines and Emirati forces held the 
biennial exercise, Native Fury, amid tensions with Iran and despite the global new coronavirus pandemic. 

US, UAE troops hold exercise 
amid pandemic, Iran tensions 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

AL-HAMRA MILITARY 
BASE, United Arab Emirates — 
U.S. Marines and Emirati forces 
held a major military exercise 
Monday that saw forces seize a 
sprawling model Mideast city, 
a drill conducted amid tensions 
with Iran and despite the new 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Troops raced over the dunes 
of the Al-Hamra Military Base 
to take the model city, complete 
with multistory buildings, an air¬ 
port control tower, an oil refinery 
and a central mosque. Controlled 
explosions rang out as Emirati 
troops rappelled from hovering 
helicopters and Marines searched 
narrow streets on the Persian 
Gulf for “enemy” forces. 

The biennial exercise, called 
Native Fury, shows the close ties 
between American forces and 
the UAE, a federation of seven 
sheikhdoms on the Arabian Pen¬ 
insula home to Abu Dhabi, the 
capital, and Dubai, its financial 
heart. 

It also comes after the U.S. 
killed Iran’s most prominent gen¬ 
eral in a drone strike in January, 
and Tehran retaliated with a bal¬ 
listic missile attack on American 
forces in Iraq. While acknowl¬ 
edging the tensions, U.S. officials 
dismissed the idea of Tehran 
viewing such an exercise with 
suspicion, only some 185 miles 
from its shores. 

“Provocative? I don’t know,” 
said Brig. Gen. Thomas Savage 
of the 1st Marine Expeditionary 
Force, the ranking U.S. com¬ 
mander at the event. “We’re about 


stability in the region. So if they 
view it as provocative, well, that’s 
up to them. This is just a normal 
training exercise for us.” 

The exercise saw 4,000 U.S. 
troops from the Army, Marines 
and Navy position armored ve¬ 
hicles and other equipment from 
Kuwait and the island of Diego 
Garcia in al-Hamra using a por¬ 
table pier system. The barren des¬ 
ert, some 125 miles southwest of 
Abu Dhabi, is home to the UAE’s 
vast oil reserves as well as its new 
Barakah nuclear power plant. 

The combined U.S. forces and 
the Emirati troops then stormed 
the imaginary city of al-Hamra, 
whose blocks of stand-alone 
houses, hotels and apartment 
complexes include an unfinished 
gas station with a sign for the fast- 
food chicken restaurant Popeyes 
on it. 

While the gunplay included 
mostly blanks, the practice re¬ 
mains deadly serious for the 
UAE, which has spent billions on 
its military — including the Black 
Hawk and Chinook helicopters 
that circled overhead, the ar¬ 
mored carriers that splashed into 
the city’s canals and the facility 
itself. The UAE deployed forces 
into Afghanistan after the 2001 
U.S. invasion targeting al-Qaida 
following the 9/11 attacks. Its day- 
to-day ruler, Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed A1 Nahyan, has sought to 
project Emirati military power in 
the Mideast and into East Africa 
as well. 

That military push has includ¬ 
ed taking part in the long-run¬ 
ning Saudi-led war in Yemen, 


which has seen sexual abuse at 
a UAE-controlled prison and the 
Emirates paying off members 
of al-Qaida’s local branch there. 
The UAE since has pulled its 
troops out of Yemen, calling for a 
political settlement to end a con¬ 
flict between the Iranian-backed 
Houthi rebels there and its Saudi- 
backed, internationally recog¬ 
nized government. 

Emirati military officials at 
the base in al-Hamra on Monday 
declined to speak to Associated 
Press journalists. U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor John Rakolta Jr., on hand for 
the event, praised the UAE. 

“Partnerships are based on 
many aspects, many fundamen¬ 
tals, and this happens just one of 
them," he said when asked about 
Yemen. “Trust is a huge, huge fac¬ 
tor. Transparency, common val¬ 
ues all work into a partnership.” 

Rakolta also described the ex¬ 
ercise as “defensive in nature” 
when asked about Iran. 

“I don’t believe that they’re 
intended to demonstrate a pro¬ 
vocative act to the Iranians to say 
we’re coming,” he said. “Rather, 
we’re protecting ourselves and 
we want to sit down at the confer¬ 
ence table and negotiate a lasting 
peace settlement.” 

There was no immediate reac¬ 
tion in Iranian state media. 

Also a concern is the ongoing 
outbreak of the new coronavirus. 
Rakolta said no U.S. diplomat in 
the UAE had contracted the virus. 
Savage said those U.S. forces in¬ 
volved had had little contact with 
the outside world after shipping 
out for the event and none had 
tested positive since. 


By Kathy Gannon 
and Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Wash¬ 
ington’s unprecedented threat 
to cut $1 billion in Afghanistan 
funding — a response to the re¬ 
fusal of rivals in Kabul to work to¬ 
gether to advance peace — comes 
at a time when the impoverished 
nation risks being overwhelmed 
by the coronavirus pandemic. 

On Tuesday both President 
Ashraf Ghani and his rival, for¬ 
mer Chief Executive Abdullah 
Abdullah, blamed one another 
for failing to resolve the feuding, 
which prompted U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo to threaten 
the massive funding cut. 

Pompeo called out the two lead¬ 
ers as he ended a rushed visit to 
Afghanistan on Monday, defying 
a near-global travel ban because 
of the virus. He left Kabul with¬ 
out being able to secure a power¬ 
sharing deal. 

Ghani told the nation in a tele¬ 
vised address that Abdullah’s 
power-sharing demands were 
unconstitutional. For his part, 
Abdullah said Pompeo’s visit was 
a missed opportunity. 

Pompeo said the Trump ad¬ 
ministration would slash $1 bil¬ 
lion in assistance to Afghanistan 
and reduce all cooperation unless 
Ghani and Abdullah agree on 
forming a new government. 

Speaking to reporters aboard 
his plane on the return flight 
home, Pompeo said he was hope¬ 
ful the two rivals “will get their 
act together and we won’t have 
to” cut the assistance. 

“But we’re prepared to do that,” 
he said. 

Earlier, he said Ghani and 
Abdullah’s “leadership failure 
poses a direct threat to U.S. na¬ 
tional interests.” Apart from re¬ 
ducing assistance by $1 billion 
this year, another $1 billion will 
be cut in 2021 if the bickering 
continued, Pompeo said. 

Ghani seemed unfazed, though 
his government covers barely 25% 
of its budget, according to John 
Sopko, the U.S. Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction. 
More than 75% of all expenses, 
including the running of govern¬ 
ment ministries, is covered by the 
international community. 

Sopko’s regular reports have 
also criticized the Afghan govern¬ 
ment for widespread corruption 
and Transparency International 
has ranked Afghanistan among 
the most corrupt at 173 out of 
180 countries. The United States 
alone pays $4 billion annually 
toward Afghanistan’s security 
forces. 

“I can assure you that the re¬ 
duction of the U.S. assistance 
would not have a direct impact 


on the system,” Ghani said in his 
speech. 

From Kabul, Pompeo flew to 
the Persian Gulf to meet with a 
leader of the Taliban, the Afghan 
insurgent group that last month 
signed a peace deal with the U.S. 
as a first step toward withdraw¬ 
ing American troops from Af¬ 
ghanistan by mid-2021. 

As part of the deal, rival fac¬ 
tions in Afghanistan were to come 
together in all-Afghan talks about 
shaping the country’s future. 
However, Washington made clear 
from the start that the pace of a 
U.S. troop 
withdrawal 
is linked to 
the Taliban 
clamping 
down on ter¬ 
ror groups 
and aiding 
in the fight 
against the 
militant Is¬ 
lamic State 
group — not 
on the success of intra-Afghan 
talks. 

Ghani and Abdullah, his main 
rival in last September’s disput¬ 
ed presidential polls, have been 
waging a bitter power struggle 
that has seen both men declare 
themselves president in compet¬ 
ing inauguration ceremonies ear¬ 
lier this month. 

After meeting chief Taliban 
negotiator Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar in Qatar, Pompeo told 
reporters he was satisfied the 
Taliban were keeping their side 
of the deal, had reduced violence 
and were ready to start nego¬ 
tiations with the leadership in 
Kabul. 

In an English-language state¬ 
ment Tuesday, the Taliban said 
Baradar’s meeting with Pompeo 
stressed that only a strict imple¬ 
mentation of the peace deal would 
“pave the way for intra-Afghan 
negotiations along with enduring 
peace and cease-fire, including a 
future Islamic government in ac¬ 
cordance with the agreement.” 

The squabbling between Ghani 
and Abdullah — both linked to 
powerful warlords, all with heav¬ 
ily armed militias — put a pall 
over the deal since its signing on 
Feb. 29. 

While the rest of the world 
struggles with the coronavirus 
pandemic, Afghans have vented 
their frustrations on social net¬ 
works and local media over the 
government’s lack of action. 

Afghanistan has registered 74 
cases of the virus though there 
are fears the true figure could 
be far greater after more than 
137,000 Afghans have returned 
since the start of the year from 
Iran, the scene of the Middle 
East’s largest outbreak. 



Pompeo 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Navy hospital in Japan processing tests 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Patients at Defense 
Department hospitals in Japan 
can expect quicker coronavirus 
results since Naval Hospital Yo¬ 
kosuka set up a lab last week to 
process tests, a U.S. Forces Japan 
officials said Tuesday. 

The lab at Yokosuka can pro¬ 
vide results 5-6 hours after it re¬ 
ceives the test, said Chief Master 
Sgt. Rick Winegardner, USFJ 
senior enlisted leader, during a 
virtual town hall with American 
Forces Network radio at Yokota 
Air Base. 

Previously, base hospitals in 
Japan waited up to seven days for 
patient test results, the Yokosuka 


hospital commander, Capt. Drew 
Bigby, said in a video on USFJ’s 
Facebook page. 

Tests were processed at Japa¬ 
nese hospitals, or flown to Tripler 
Army Medical Center in Hawaii, 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta or 
Naval Medical Center San Diego 
for processing, said Dr. Andrew 
Fisher, an Air Force major and 
the public health emergency offi¬ 
cer at Yokota, earlier this month. 

Yokosuka started processing 
those test samples “about a week 
ago,” after specially trained med¬ 
ical staff were brought in to use 
specialized equipment, hospital 
spokeswoman Erika Figueroa told 
Stars and Stripes on Tuesday. 

That capability should “dra¬ 
matically increase the number 


of tests we can do daily in Japan 
and will speed the results,” USFJ 
spokeswoman Maj. Genieve 
White wrote Friday in an email to 
Stars and Stripes. 

As the number of infections 
rise in the U.S., hospitals there 
are “quickly getting overwhelmed 
with the amount of testing re¬ 
quired,” Winegardner said Tues¬ 
day. Processing tests in Yokosuka 
should help relieve some of that 
pressure. 

Military hospitals in Japan 
have tested more than 100 ser¬ 
vice members, DOD civilians and 
families since testing began about 
six weeks ago, Winegardner said. 
As of Tuesday morning, none had 
tested positive. 

Testing is not unlimited. 
Coronavirus tests are adminis¬ 


tered after the subject has been 
screened and signed off by a 
physician. 

The Yokosuka lab can process 
“a little under 40 tests a day — 
and that’s coming from all over 
USFJ,” Winegardner said. 

“When somebody thinks they 
might have it or they’re starting 
to exhibit symptoms, you are still 
going to call the doc,” he said in 
the town hall. “The doc is going 
to say what protocols you’ll need 
to do and then they will make the 
decision if you’re going to come in 
and get tested.” 

Physicians use CDC guidelines 
to screen patients for testing, 
White wrote in her email. 

“Symptoms are a factor in de¬ 
termining who to test for COVID- 
19,” she said. “But as everyone 


knows, symptoms that can result 
from a COVID-19 infection can 
also be caused by other viral in¬ 
fections such as the common 
cold or influenza as well as other 
diseases.” 

To speed the screening pro¬ 
cess, the Yokosuka hospital on 
March 18 created a flu clinic to 
check patients with flulike symp¬ 
toms quickly. 

“We have seen several ben¬ 
efits of launching the flu clinic, 
such as lessened wait times to be 
screened by a provider, reduced 
risk of exposure to other patients 
and staff and improved use of re¬ 
sources,” Figueroa told Stars and 
Stripes in an email Monday. 

doombos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Japan imposes 14-day self-quarantine for travelers from US 



By Hana Kusumoto 
and Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — New restrictions by 
the Japanese government on trav¬ 
elers entering the country from 
the United States will not further 
impact U.S. military personnel al¬ 
ready under similar restrictions, 
according to U.S. Forces Japan. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe on Monday said Japan 
will require all travelers entering 
from the U.S. to isolate them¬ 
selves for 14 days upon arrival to 
stem the spread of coronavirus, 
now a global pandemic. 

“We’re not expecting this to 
have any effect on USFJ,” Air 
Force Lt. Col. Robert Firman, a 
USFJ spokesman, said Tuesday. 
“Our policy toward our own per¬ 
sonnel returning to Japan from 
anywhere in the world has al¬ 
ready required this same level of 
restriction.” 

As of Monday, Japan has re¬ 
ported 1,089 cases of coronavirus 
and 41 deaths from the respirato¬ 
ry disease it causes, according to 
the World Health Organization. 

Beginning Thursday, all travel¬ 
ers entering Japan from the U.S., 
including Japanese citizens, via 
aircraft and ships will be asked 
to self-quarantine at home or in 
other quarters, Abe said during 
a meeting at the Novel Corona¬ 
virus Response Headquarters in 
Tokyo. New arrivals will also be 
asked not to use public transpor¬ 


tation, he said. 

Department of Defense uni¬ 
formed personnel, civilians and 
dependents traveling through 
Japan and other countries where 
the coronavirus is a significant 
risk have been ordered to stop 
movement until May 11, USFJ’s 
official website states. 

The stop movement order in¬ 
cludes all official travel, includ¬ 
ing permanent changes of station, 


travel for temporary duty and 
government-funded leave, ac¬ 
cording to the website. 

Service members’ personal 
leave and other non-official travel 
is included, as well. 

Exceptions may be granted for 
mission-essential travel, humani¬ 
tarian reasons or extreme hard¬ 
ship, the website states. 

“At the conclusion of the 60 
days, which began March 13, 


2020, the DOD will reevaluate the 
stop movement policy and issue 
follow-on guidance, as neces¬ 
sary,” USFJ states on its website. 

Japan’s new travel restrictions 
will be in place until the end of 
April and could be extended, Abe 
said. 

They are intended “to be in line 
with efforts by other countries 
including the U.S. to further pre¬ 
vent worldwide spread of the in¬ 


Yokota child development center worker tests negative 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— A child development center 
worker at the home of U.S. Forc¬ 
es Japan in western Tokyo has 
tested negative for the coronavi¬ 
rus, according to the 374th Airlift 
Wing. 

Yokota’s Yume Child Devel¬ 
opment Center has been closed 
since officials revealed last week 


that the staff member would be 
screened for the virus. 

“The CDC worker was cleared 
for not having COVID-19,” of¬ 
ficials said Tuesday on Yokota’s 
official Facebook page. “We ap¬ 
preciate your patience as we work 
through this process to maintain 
the highest ievel of safety and 
care for our base.” 

The base announced Friday 
that the child care facility, which 
had been slated to reopen after 


being cleaned and sanitized, 
would remain closed “until fur¬ 
ther notice” and that a reopen¬ 
ing date was “actively being 
determined.” 

Officials also said at the time 
that “School Age Care” would 
close to align with the schedule 
of Defense Department schools 
in Japan, which will be shuttered 
through April 13 because of the 
virus. 

A child and a staff member at a 


child development center at Yoko¬ 
suka Naval Base also tested nega¬ 
tive for coronavirus last week. 

Yokosuka’s main child care 
center was cleared late Thursday 
to readmit children again Friday, 
Navy officials said last week. A 
second child development cen¬ 
ter at Ikego Housing Area was 
unaffected by the temporary 
shutdown. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


fection,” he said. 

Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs’ website advises travelers to 
find a place they can stay during 
the 14-day self-quarantine and to 
find a means of transportation to 
that place before they arrive in 
Japan. 

“We continue to monitor and 
analyze infection information 
from other countries and will not 
hesitate to take flexible border 
control measures,” Abe said. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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Sigonella students 
strike a chord with 
online assignment 



Facebook 


Students from Sigonella Middle School recorded themselves singing an a cappella performance of 
“Heavenly Father” by the indie folk band Bon Iver as part of an online assignment while they are in a 
countrywide lockdown because of the coronavirus. 


By Jennifer Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Within days, an online assign¬ 
ment recorded by students at Sig¬ 
onella Middle High School during 
the countrywide lockdown in 
Italy has resonated well beyond 
their small circle. 

The choir students’ a cappella 
performance of “Heavenly Fa¬ 
ther” by the indie folk band Bon 
Iver struck a strong emotional 
chord, particularly because the 
students are in Italy, where hun¬ 
dreds are dying daily from the 
new coronavirus. 

Antone Leustek, the music 
teacher for seventh through 12th 
grade at the Department of De¬ 
fense Education Activity school, 
edited and posted a video compi¬ 
lation of the students’ individual 
recordings to the school’s Face- 
book page over the weekend. 

“The days keep us apart, but 
music brings us together,” he 
captioned the video. “Stay strong 
Italy. Stay strong.” 


The video has reached more 
than 187,000 people and garnered 
nearly 2,000 comments from 
around the world, Leustek said. 

“Love love love this, too, all the 
way from Seattle,” one woman 
commented. “My granddaughter 
is one of these beautiful children. 
Sharing your gifts of music & 
hope in a time of uncertainty is so 
appreciated.” 

The students recorded the song 
for an assignment that aimed to 
get them ready for a concert in 
May, if school reopens by then, 
the teacher said. 

The 15 students — many of 
them in middle school — had four 
days to film themselves and get 
a good take, Leustek said Mon¬ 
day from his home in Aci Trezza, 
where he’s been conducting on¬ 
line music classes since the Sigo¬ 
nella school closed more than two 
weeks ago because of the virus. 

Plugging their headphones into 
an online tool called SmartMusic 
that fills in the other parts of the 


song, the students recorded them¬ 
selves and uploaded their videos. 

“Once I had all the files, I was 
like, ‘Oh, let’s see what it sounds 
like if I put it together,’ ” Leustek 
said. 

The song’s message, finding 
solace in a time of hardship, ap¬ 
plies to the situation in Italy, he 
said. 

“After I started putting things 
together, the way it started sound¬ 
ing, I was like, ‘Wow ... it’s one 
of those coincidental things that 
seem like fate.’ We didn’t know 


it was going to be this powerful,” 
Leustek said. 

Freshman Calvin Crumbley, 
14, carried the song’s haunting 
solo. 

“I didn’t expect it to be that big, 
for it to blow up like that,” Crumb- 
ley said. “I just want to give credit 
to my teacher for putting this all 
together and for my choirmates, 
for working hard and for us all 
getting it done.” 

Amanda Erno, 18, a junior, said 
the song “holds hope and brings 
the community together.” 


“I think it really showed every¬ 
one in our choir, that even though 
we’re not together, we can still 
produce something that’s amaz¬ 
ing, and connect with so many 
people,” she said. 

Erno, who hasn’t left her home 
in about two weeks, said taking 
online classes has been challeng¬ 
ing. But as military kids, she said, 
“We’re just adapting, which is 
something that we’re super-used 
to.” 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Belarus 
pushes on 
with drills 



Guam Navy hospital 
says it misreported 4 
cases of coronavirus 


* 




* . 


Belarus Ministry of Defense 

Belarusian soldiers exit a Mi-8 helicopter during an undated drill. 


By Slobodan Lekic 

Stars and Stripes 

Belarus says it will launch a se¬ 
ries of military drills in response 
to Defender-Europe 20, the U.S.- 
led exercise that was scaled back 
to such an extent over coronavi¬ 
rus concerns that even Moscow 
nixed its own countermaneuvers. 

Belarusian Defense Minister 
Viktor Khrenin said an exercise 
including 6,000 personnel “will 
enable not only to assess the level 
of combat readiness, but is also 
one of the response measures to 
NATO’s multinational maneuvers 
near our borders.” 

The announcement Monday 
came as a surprise because last 
week, the Pentagon ordered a halt 
to the deployment of forces for 
Defender, which would have been 
the U.S. Army’s largest exercise 
on the Continent in 25 years. 

Concerns over the coronavirus 
forced the U.S. military and its 
NATO allies to cancel major ac¬ 
tivities connected to the exercise, 
which was to include paratroop¬ 
ers dropping into the Republic of 
Georgia and defense maneuvers 
in the Baltic states. 

Belarus also has at least 76 
confirmed coronavirus cases, the 
World Health Organization re¬ 
ported Monday. 


The U.S. military had original¬ 
ly planned to send some 20,000 
U.S.-based troops to Europe to 
join other American and allied 
forces for the drills. Ten NATO 
countries were also scheduled to 
participate. 

On Monday, Russian presi¬ 
dential spokesman Dmitry Pes¬ 
kov said the Russian military 
would also call off its own spring 
maneuvers. 

The Russian war games were 
to have been a direct response to 
the U.S. drills, which the Krem¬ 
lin has been criticizing since they 
were announced last year. 


But Belarus, Russia’s clos¬ 
est military ally, which borders 
NATO member Poland, decided 
not to follow suit despite indicat¬ 
ing earlier this year that it wanted 
to forge closer ties with the West¬ 
ern military alliance. 

In a statement on the defense 
ministry’s website, Khrenin said 
that although the Defender exer¬ 
cises had been canceled for the 
time being, “the NATO leadership 
did not fully reject holding it.” 

NATO had no immediate com¬ 
ment Tuesday to the Belarusian 
announcement. 
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

A Navy hospital on Guam in¬ 
correctly reported four cases of 
coronavirus, a spokesman for 
Joint Region Marianas said in a 
statement Tuesday. 

“Regrettably, the report of four 
confirmed COVID-19 cases at 
U.S. Naval Hospital Guam was 
made in error,” said spokesman 
Lt. Cmdr. Rick Moore. 

The statement did not specify 
when the report was made but the 
Guam Post on Tuesday reported 
four new positive cases, citing the 
hospital, according to the news¬ 
paper’s website. 

A hospital spokeswoman made 
the statement regarding four 
cases at a media briefing at the 
Guam governor’s office, accord¬ 
ing to an updated report by the 
Guam Post. The hospital later 
said the report was an error. 

The naval hospital sends its 
test samples to Naval Health Re¬ 
search Center in San Diego, ac¬ 
cording to the hospital, which did 
not apportion blame for the mis¬ 
taken report. 

No patients with confirmed 
cases of coronavirus are being 


treated at the naval hospital, ac¬ 
cording to hospital commander 
Capt. Maria Young. 

“We regret the confusion 
caused by this misreport,” Young 
said, according to the hospital 
statement. 

Young said two individuals as¬ 
sociated with the Defense De¬ 
partment are isolated at home, 
after being tested previously by 
the Department of Public Health 
and Social Services and reported 
to civilian authorities. Young did 
not specify the results of those 
tests. 

As of Monday, Guam had iden¬ 
tified 29 cases of coronavirus on 
the island and one death related to 
the viral respiratory disease that 
is sweeping the globe, according 
to the Guam Civil Defense Office 
Joint Information Center. 

Civil and military authorities 
on Guam have imposed a series 
of measures aimed at curbing 
the disease, including school 
closures, restricted activities on 
and access to military bases and 
reduced government services in 
the U.S. territory. 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 
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Coalition bases in Afghanistan confirm 4 cases 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Four service 
members in Afghanistan have tested posi¬ 
tive for the coronavirus while being held 
in a screening facility after arriving in the 
country, military officials said Tuesday. 

The four were isolated and tested after 
they showed symptoms of the disease 
caused by the virus. Officials were work¬ 
ing to identify and quarantine anyone 
they might have been in contact with, 
NATO’s Resolute Support mission said in 
a statement. 

The nationalities of the service members 
and other details were being held pending 
approved release from “national authori¬ 
ties,” Resolute Support said. 

More than 16,000 troops from 39 coun¬ 
tries are deployed as part of the mission 
to train, advise and assist Afghan forces. 
About half are American. Thousands more 
U.S. service members are also deployed 
to the country under a separate counter¬ 
terrorism mission, but the U.S. has begun 
drawing down its overall numbers to 8,600 


troops. 

About 1,500 Resolute Support military 
and civilian personnel, most of whom ar¬ 
rived in Afghanistan in recent weeks, are 
living in screening facilities as a precau¬ 
tionary measure. At least 38 people were 
exhibiting flu-like symptoms and were 
being treated in isolation, the statement 
said. 

Resolute Support had also temporar¬ 
ily halted incoming personnel, it said last 
week, after announcing measures taken 
to prevent the spread of the virus, such as 
increased use of teleconferences to advise 
Afghan forces. 

U.S. Central Command has since insti¬ 
tuted a two-week quarantine for all U.S. 
and allied personnel before they deploy to 
the Middle East, to reduce potential strain 
on forward deployed medical facilities. 

“Resolute Support is implementing 
every available control measure to prevent 
the spread of the virus,” the statement said 
Tuesday. “We are closely monitoring, con¬ 
tinually assessing and adjusting our op¬ 
erations so we can continue to protect our 
force.” 


The measures were taken after some 
U.S. lawmakers voiced concern that U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan were not properly 
protected from the pandemic, which has 
spread rapidly in neighboring countries. 
It shares a porous border with Iran, which 
has been among the countries hardest hit 
by the virus, leading thousands of Afghans 
to return home. 

As of Tuesday, 74 Afghans in 12 prov¬ 
inces had been diagnosed with the virus, 
many after having recently traveled out¬ 
side the country, health officials said. 
However, the only confirmed fatality from 
the disease was a 40-year-old man with no 
recent travel history. 

Limited testing — fewer than 400 tests 
so far — could account for the relatively 
low number of confirmed cases, a United 
Nations report said Monday. 

In light of the pandemic, Afghan and 
Taliban officials were expected to carry 
out a video call Tuesday to keep alive a 
fragile peace process. Last month, the U.S. 
and Taliban signed an agreement aimed at 
initiating internal Afghan peace talks and 
leading to the full withdrawal of foreign 


forces by the end of summer 2021. 

Perhaps a bigger threat to the talks than 
the virus, however, is the failure of the 
country’s top leaders to settle a political 
spat over the results of a presidential elec¬ 
tion last fall, which has left the Kabul gov¬ 
ernment divided. 

Returning from a surprise visit to Kabul 
on Monday, after failing to persuade rival 
leaders President Ashraf Ghani and Chief 
Executive Abdullah Abdullah to form a 
unified administration, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo announced $1 billion in cuts 
to annual aid to the country, as well as a 
potential $1 billion reduction next year, 
under a broader review of U.S. support. 
But Washington wasn’t abandoning the 
country, Pompeo said. 

“To illustrate America’s steadfast com¬ 
mitment to the Afghan people, the United 
States will be providing $15 million in as¬ 
sistance to help combat the spread of the 
coronavirus in Afghanistan,” he said. 

wellman. phillip@stripes. com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 


Another USFK case 
spurs new restrictions 



Matthew KEELER/Stars and Stripes 


People wearing masks wait for a public bus outside Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on March 16. A 
U.S. military contractor working at Camp Humphreys has tested positive for coronavirus, becoming the 
10th case linked to U.S. Forces Korea. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A U.S. 
military contractor working at 
Eighth Army headquarters on 
Camp Humphreys has tested 
positive for coronavirus, prompt¬ 
ing new on-base restrictions to 
prevent complacency after more 
than a month of near confine¬ 
ment for members of the military 
community. 

The latest infection — the 10th 
case linked to U.S. Forces Korea 
— underscored the community’s 
vulnerability despite strict limi¬ 
tations on access and movement 
aimed at forming what command¬ 
ers call “protective bubbles” to 
try to stop the coronavirus from 
spreading on bases across the di¬ 
vided peninsula. 

Officials further tightened 
restrictions in a bid to prevent 
people from letting their guard 
down too soon as the overall pace 
of infections in South Korea has 
started to slow. Only 76 new cases 
were logged Tuesday, down from 
a high of 909 on Feb. 29. In total, 
9,037 people have tested positive 
for the virus in the country. 

The South Korean government 
also has launched a two-week 
campaign, strongly urging peo¬ 
ple to stay home except for work 
and other essential needs, and re¬ 
stricting religious gatherings, in¬ 
door sports and other activities. 

New restrictions 

Beginning Wednesday, on-post 
restaurants will be take-out only 
and chairs will be removed from 
the facilities to ensure compli¬ 
ance, Col. Michael Tremblay 
said, adding that no more group 
physical training will be allowed 
in the gyms. 

“The complacency is very con¬ 


cerning because what happens to 
one affects us all, so look for more 
measures in the upcoming days 
... to ensure the protection of our 
force,” he said during a Facebook 
live update. 

Only one U.S. soldier has been 
infected with coronavirus in 
South Korea. Other cases were 
his wife, three other military 
dependents, four South Korean 
employees, and now, the military 
contractor. 

The American patients are still 
under medical care but doing 
well. They are being tested to de¬ 
termine next steps, USFK spokes¬ 
man Col. Lee Peters said. 

The contractor was the second 
person at Camp Humphreys, the 
largest U.S. base in South Korea, 
to be infected. The other nine 
were on bases in the southeastern 
city of Daegu and surrounding 
areas that were at the center of 
the outbreak in South Korea. 

Most of the 37,000-plus Camp 
Humphreys community lives off- 
post, commanders noted. They 
pleaded with civilians to follow 
the same rules as service mem¬ 
bers, who are under orders to 
avoid off-post establishments. 

“I realize that we have no au¬ 
thority over government employ¬ 
ees, contractors, dependents in 
order to enforce that, but I want 
to let you know that everyone’s 
actions have implications,” Trem¬ 
blay said. 

The infected contractor last 
visited Camp Humphreys on Fri¬ 
day and is in isolation at his off- 
base residence as directed by the 
Korea Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol, a press release said. 

He became symptomatic on 
Saturday, was tested at a South 
Korean hospital on Monday and 
received the results Tuesday 
morning, Tremblay said. 

After weeks of relying on South 


Korea, USFK stood up its own 
testing laboratory on March 8 
and had tested more than 300 
people as of Monday. All were 
negative for the virus. But only 
Tricare beneficiaries — meaning 
service members and dependents 
— are eligible, USFK spokesman 
Col. Lee Peters said, explaining 
why the contractor was tested at 
a South Korean hospital. 

Retracing movements 

Officials used closed-circuit 
TV and electronic records to re¬ 
trace the contractor’s movements 
on post through Thursday. KCDC 
was doing the same outside the 
gates. 

Tremblay outlined his move¬ 
ments in detail, urging anyone 
who may have been in his vicin¬ 
ity to go home and call the public 
health office (05033-372556) to 
help with the trace investigation 
and determine if they need to be 


quarantined. 

On Thursday, the contractor 
entered the installation shortly 
before 9 a.m., went to work at the 
Eighth Army headquarters, had 
lunch at a chicken restaurant in a 
nearby food court, then went back 
to work until leaving for home. 

On Friday, he went to work 
about the same time, then drove 
to the golf course for lunch at the 
pub. He went from there to two 
other administrative buildings 
and had coffee at the Starbucks in 
an area known as Sentry Village. 

The contractor, who lives in an 
apartment building near Pyeong- 
taek University, also visited an 
off-post convenience store and a 
restaurant near the Dongchang- 
ri gate, Tremblay said. 

All locations have been thor¬ 
oughly cleaned and people who 
had close contact with the indi¬ 
vidual were being sent home to 
self-quarantine, he added. 


USFK, which commands some 
28,500 service members in South 
Korea, has kept its number of in¬ 
fections relatively low compared 
with more than 9,000 confirmed 
cases elsewhere in South Korea, 
where the virus spread rapidly 
from China late last year. 

Entry to bases in Korea has been 
largely limited to Americans and 
authorized South Korean employ¬ 
ees, and service members have 
been barred from nonessential 
travel and outside social activities 
after the first case of coronavirus 
in the military community here 
was recorded in mid-February at 
U.S. Army Garrison Daegu. 

But many activities inside the 
gates, such as sporting activi¬ 
ties, church services, shopping 
and dining, have continued, al¬ 
beit with strict social distancing 
guidelines. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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More than 8,000 
National Guard 
members deployed 



Members of the New York National Guard stand in formation at the Jacob Javits Center on Monday in 
New York City. 

US combats conspiracy 
theories on martial law 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The De¬ 
fense Department’s response to 
the coronavirus outbreak has 
expanded to include not only the 
expected deployment of tens of 
thousands of National Guards¬ 
men, but also a growing effort 
to stamp out conspiracy theories 
that the United States will adopt 
martial law. 

Senior U.S. officials have ad¬ 
dressed the issue in briefings, a 
Pentagon official rebutted spec¬ 
ulative online posts and a new 
government website titled “Coro¬ 
navirus Rumor Control” was 
established. 

More than 8,000 National 
Guardsmen were on duty as of 
Monday to respond to the spread 
of the virus, with tasks ranging 
from delivering needed supplies 
to disinfecting public areas. 

The chief of the National Guard 
Bureau, Gen. Joseph Lengyel, 
said in a phone call with reporters 
Sunday night that he had “seen 
things on Facebook and the like” 
that depicted military equipment 
moving on trains and suggested 
the Guard was going to launch 
“some quarantine operation. 

“There is just no truth to this 
rumor that people are consider¬ 
ing, that governors are planning, 
that anybody is conspiring to use 
National Guard ... to do some 
sort of a military action to en¬ 
force, you know, shelter in place 
and quarantine,” Lengyel said. 
“I don’t know how to say that any 
more clearly than that.” 

The Guard has legal authorities 
to participate in law enforcement 
operations, such as crowd control 
but usually does so under the su¬ 
pervision of local police, Lengyel 
said. He left open the possibility 
that Guardsmen also could take 
on other missions at the request 
of local authorities, including 
stocking shelves in grocery stores 
if the food supply chain fails. 

In tweets, Lengyel said that the 
use of Title 32 status “is a win for 
all involved” and “no different 
than when the National Guard re¬ 
sponds to natural disasters. 


“Governors and adjutants 
general, who know best what is 
needed on the ground, will con¬ 
tinue to command Guardsmen 
and women and use them where 
they are needed most,” he wrote. 
“Just as important, the status 
change also ensures states will 
be reimbursed by the federal 
government.” 

The discussion is sensitive in 
a country where martial law has 
rarely been declared, and has 
sometimes prompted regrets 
later, said Phillip Carter, a re¬ 
tired Army officer and analyst 
with the Rand Corp. who studies 
civil-military relations. He cited 
the creation of internment camps, 
the forced relocation of Japanese- 
Americans and the enforcement 
of curfews on the West Coast dur¬ 
ing World War II as examples. 

Each state and U.S. territory 
has its own National Guard, and 
it is often activated by governors 
under state orders to handle mis¬ 
sions during blizzards, hurricanes 
and flooding. Unlike active-duty 
forces, Guardsmen usually also 
have civilian jobs, joining drills 
to sharpen military skills month¬ 
ly and attending annual training 
that is about two weeks long. 

Guardsmen can be “federal¬ 
ized” under Title 10 of federal law 
to carry out missions ordered by 
the president, but commanders in 
chief have historically only done 
so in times of crisis. Examples in¬ 
clude president Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower federalizing the Arkansas 
National Guard to protect black 
students who were desegregat¬ 
ing a high school in Little Rock 
in 1957 and President Lyndon B. 
Johnson ordering the Alabama 
National Guard to protect a civil 
rights march in 1965. 

In more recent years, National 
Guard units were activated and 
sent to the southern border under 
presidents George W. Bush, 
Barack Obama and Trump under 
Title 32 status. That allowed some 
governors to order Guardsmen 
from their states back home last 
year when they determined that 
there was insufficient cause for 
them to be there. 


Historically, activating Guards¬ 
men under Title 32 status has not 
been controversial because the 
governors retain control in simi¬ 
lar fashion to if the Guardsmen 
were on state orders, said Steve 
Vladeck, a constitutional lawyer 
and professor at the University of 
Texas School of Law. 

A fundamental misunderstand¬ 
ing that many people have about 
domestic use of the military is 
that it is always tantamount to 
martial law, Vladeck said. 

“Martial law is the extreme 
case where there is no function¬ 
ing civil authority,” he said. “It’s 
not the regular case, where the 
military is supplementing civil 
authority.” 

That hasn’t stopped rumors 
from persisting, especially 
online. 

FEMA’s website now includes a 
page that calls the national lock- 
down rumor a myth and urges 
citizens to verify the source of in¬ 
formation they share. 

In one case last week, an econo¬ 
mist, Jim Bianco, posted a video 
of armored vehicles traveling by 
train, saying that it was recorded 
on a line north of Chicago and 
was heading east. 

“Coming soon?” Bianco asked 
vaguely, prompting a backlash 
from some veterans and respons¬ 
es from others who worried what 
it meant. 

The Pentagon’s top spokes¬ 
man, Jonathan Rath Hoffman, 
tweeted Bianco’s video Saturday 
and wrote that it was a shipment 
of new Joint Light Tactical Vehi¬ 
cles, which are made in Oshkosh, 
Wis. They were traveling to Fort 
Bragg, N.C., Hoffman wrote. 

“These deliveries by train to 
our bases nationwide are not in¬ 
frequent and have nothing to do w 
COVID-19,” Hoffman tweeted. 

Bianco, reached by email, said 
that he was “glad the real rea¬ 
son was cleared up,” but that his 
tweet was referring only to the 
expected activation of more Na¬ 
tional Guardsmen, something he 
called a “necessary evil.” 

“No regrets,” he wrote. “I post¬ 
ed an accurate video.” 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

More than 8,000 members of 
the National Guard, including 
some through federal funding, 
are working in all 50 states and 
four U.S. territories to help con¬ 
trol the spreading coronavirus 
pandemic, which has now infect¬ 
ed more than 41,500 Americans, 
the National Guard Bureau re¬ 
ported Monday. 

President Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced Sunday that National 
Guard members activated in Cali¬ 
fornia, New York and Washington 
are deployed under a federal sta¬ 
tus known as Title 32, which al¬ 
lows governors to continue to have 
control of the troops with funding 
from the federal government. 

“In this case, it was the gover¬ 
nors who asked the president for 
the authorization to do this,” Air 
Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel, chief 
of the National Guard Bureau, 
said during a Sunday evening 
news conference. Governors and 
adjutants general know what the 
needs are in their states, he said. 

The authorization will “help 
with unity and speed of response,” 
Lengyel said, likening the corona¬ 
virus to a hurricane hitting all 54 
states and territories at once. 

Activating the National Guard 
costs about $8 to $9 million per 
1,000 service members, depend¬ 
ing on how many troops are ac¬ 
tivated and the duration of their 
duty, Lengyel said. 

“Frankly, that’s one reason that 
this speeds the response for the 
states. States aren’t used to disas¬ 
ters that last this long,” he said. 

The federal status also helps the 
troops deployed in those states, 
because it makes them eligible 
for Tricare health insurance, ed¬ 
ucation benefits and adds to their 
retirements, Lengyel said. 

States with the largest number 
of activated troops include New 
York with 1,800, Maryland with 
more than 1,500 and Florida with 
1,062. 

In Florida, where there are 
more than 1,170 coronavirus 
cases, troops are helping at com¬ 
munity-based testing sites in 
Broward, Orange and Miami- 
Dade counties, said 1st Lt. Tahi- 
sha Coleman, spokeswoman for 
the Florida National Guard. The 
Broward County site has seen 
more than 2,000 patients since it 
opened. Troops will conduct re¬ 
hearsals and operational checks 
in Orange County, where the site 
is set to open Wednesday, Cole¬ 
man said. Development of an ad¬ 
ditional testing site at Miami’s 
baseball stadium, Marlins Park, 
will be initiated in the coming 
days. 

New York troops are working 
at drive-thru test sites in Long 
Island, Staten Island, the Bronx 


and in Rockland and Westchester 
counties, said Col. Richard Gold- 
enberg, spokesman for the New 
York National Guard. These sites 
supported testing, which is done 
with a doctor’s order, for more 
than 3,000 people Sunday. 

New York is the state with the 
highest number of coronavirus 
cases, topping 20,000 as of Mon¬ 
day, according to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. More than half of those 
cases are in New York City. 

Joint task forces have contin¬ 
ued operating on Long Island, in 
New York City and the Hudson 
Valley and Albany areas in sup¬ 
port of state, county and local 
governments, with two additional 
units now running in Syracuse 
and Buffalo. 

The Maryland National Guard 
and Maryland Department of 
Health continue collaborating 
with Prince George’s County 
for the establishment of a pilot 
health screening location at Fed¬ 
Ex Field in Landover, said Maj. 
Kurt Rauschenberg, spokesman 
for the Maryland National Guard. 
In conjunction with the Mary¬ 
land State Police, troops will also 
be assisting Baltimore City with 
food distribution while support¬ 
ing state agencies with supply 
distribution at the Strategic Na¬ 
tional Stockpile. 

Maryland has 288 confirmed 
cases of the virus, according to 
the state’s health department. 

“This truly is a neighbors-help- 
ing-neighbors situation and the 
exact reason why so many of us 
joined the Maryland National 
Guard,” Rauschenberg said. 
“Marylanders should know that 
we’ll have their backs throughout 
this crisis. We’re in this together, 
we’ll get through this together.” 

Louisiana, a state where the 
department of health reported 
that the number of coronavirus 
cases has jumped to more than 
1,100 during the weekend, has 
activated more than 500 soldiers 
and airmen to help at testing 
sites, primarily in the New Or¬ 
leans area, according to a news 
release from the Louisiana Na¬ 
tional Guard. Across the state, 
troops are also providing medical 
support, engineering assessment 
support, shelter security and li¬ 
aison officer teams to emergency 
operations centers. 

National Guard members are 
conducting a wide variety of 
other missions across the country, 
Lengyel said. He made it clear, 
however, that there are no plans 
for troops to enforce quarantines, 
though the National Guard main¬ 
tains its ability to conduct law en¬ 
forcement activities under a Title 
32 or state-duty status. 

Thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Top general warns of 'social 
breakdowns' internationally 



Only a handful of customers are seen outside a popular cafe in the 
pedestrian zone in Kaiserslautern, Germany, at night. 

Curfew: Strict rules in place 
to curb epidemic spread in 
Army bases throughout Europe 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
the order said. 

Those who don’t fall under 
the UCMJ who violate the order 
could lose logistical support, ac¬ 
cess to government housing, be 
banned from entering U.S. instal¬ 
lations or be ordered to return to 
the U.S., the order said. 

The order also bars soldiers liv¬ 
ing on and off base from traveling 
more than 18.6 miles from their 
residence unless they’re going to 
work or another military instal¬ 
lation, a grocery store, medical 
appointment, pharmacy, bank, 
maintaining or fueling a vehicle, 
picking up takeout food or doing 
laundry. 

Outdoor exercise is authorized 
within the same radius outside 
curfew hours, as long as it is con¬ 
ducted away from areas with a lot 
of people and either alone or with 
household members. 

Soldiers living in barracks 
must “generally remain in their 
room or shared barracks suite,” 
but may leave “for the same rea¬ 
sons, to go to the same places” 
— grocery stores, banks and the 
like, it said. 

Only the residents may be in¬ 
side a barracks room or suite, 
and social distancing must be 
observed in communal areas, it 
said. 

Laundry machines must be 
sanitized by soldiers after each 
use. Block parties are out, the 
order said. 

Extra patrols on base or in 
neighborhoods won’t be called 
on to enforce the general order, 
said Master Sgt. Dan Bailey, a 
21st TSC spokesman, but if “you 
were to get caught and something 


were to occur, you could be held 
accountable. 

“We expect our personnel to 
do what’s right,” he said. “This is 
about trying to protect our peo¬ 
ple, keep them safe and healthy 
... and ultimately, we’ll hopefully 
flatten the curve.” 

Other commanders in Eu¬ 
rope have issued similar general 
orders, but none, either in the 
Army or Air Force, have included 
curfews. 

“This new order is not some¬ 
thing that I like doing,” Mohan 
said in the video message, in 
which he outlined the “cold, hard 
facts” that prompted the order. 

“In the last seven days, we’ve 
watched confirmed cases in Ger¬ 
many go from 7,000 to 24,800 as 
of this morning,” Mohan said. 
“Here in Rheinland-Pfalz, we’ve 
watched cases go from 200 to 
1,100 over the last seven days 
alone. 

“We’re working hard to fight 
this virus. The key to fighting 
this virus, though, is to maintain 
... strict discipline and social 
distancing.” 

Mohan’s order follows new 
restrictions announced by Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Angela Merkel 
Sunday to fight the coronavirus, 
including limiting public gath¬ 
erings to two people unless they 
are part of the same household, 
and the closure of nonessential 
services such as libraries, barber 
shops and beauty salons. 

Shortly after she announced 
the tougher restrictions, Merkel 
quarantined herself after learn¬ 
ing that one of her doctors had 
tested positive for the virus. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The coro¬ 
navirus crisis is likely to last 
at least several months in the 
United States and could cause po¬ 
litical discord elsewhere, the U.S. 
military’s top general warned 
Tuesday as Defense Department- 
related illnesses eclipsed 300 
worldwide. 

Government forecasts predict 
that the coronavirus will contin¬ 
ue to spread throughout the U.S. 
for roughly three months based 
on its impacts on other nations, 
said Army Gen. Mark Milley, 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. He and Defense Secre¬ 
tary Mark Esper urged the U.S. 
military community to prepare to 
take health protection measures, 
which could include social dis¬ 
tancing, possibly into the summer 
months. 

“You’re looking at probably late 
May, June, maybe something as 
late as July,” Milley said during a 
virtual town hall broadcast with 
Esper from the Pentagon. “But 
we will get through it. It’s not 
a question of when. We will get 
through it, and we’ll pull together 
as a country and a military and 
we... will do whatever is required 
to defend the people of the United 
States.” 

The Pentagon also announced 
Tuesday that 340 individuals 
linked to the Defense Depart¬ 
ment throughout the world had 
tested positive for COVID-19, an 
increase of 91 cases since Mon¬ 
day. The cases included 191 ser¬ 
vice members, of which 17 had 
recovered as of Tuesday. Nine 
troops across the force were hos¬ 
pitalized by the virus on Tuesday, 
the Pentagon said. 

The town hall briefing came 
one day after Esper upgraded 
the “health protection condition” 
for the Pentagon, increasing it 
to HPCON Charlie as dozens of 
other installations across the U.S. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—The Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs hospital 
in New Orleans reported Monday 
that it had 65 patients who tested 
positive for the coronavirus — 
about 31% of the total number of 
cases it was tracking nationwide. 

The VA had 204 cases across 
50 locations Monday. Behind New 
Orleans, the locations with the 
most cases were Atlanta with 17, 
and New York City with 10. 

A spokesman for the New Or¬ 
leans VA Medical Center said that 
it was unclear why the facility had 
so many more patients than other 
VA hospitals. 

“We have seen a higher number 


had already done. For the Penta¬ 
gon, the increase to the second- 
highest health threat level meant 
the closing of several entrances 
to the military’s Arlington, Va. 
headquarters and limiting build¬ 
ing access almost exclusively 
to those individuals — civilian 
and military — deemed mission 
essential. 

Esper said Tuesday that Pen¬ 
tagon employees who can work 
from home should be prepared to 
do so for the foreseeable future. 
He urged supervisors and com¬ 
manders to allow their subordi¬ 
nates to telework as long as the 
crisis continued. He previously 
said that more than 60% of the 
Pentagon workforce had been 
teleworking since last week. 

“I think we need to plan for this 
to be a few months long, at least. 
We’re taking all precautionary 
measures to do that — to be in 
it for the long haul,” Esper said. 
“We’re going to telework as long 
as necessary to ensure we are be¬ 
yond the coronavirus crisis ... as 
much as possible so we can pro¬ 
tect our people while performing 
our mission.” 

Both of the top Pentagon offi¬ 
cials downplayed the impact the 
virus could have to the military’s 
combat readiness. Some training 
for troops has continued, includ¬ 
ing most home-station training 
and major deployment prepara¬ 
tion operations. Services have 
scaled back or completely can¬ 
celed some training exercises, 
however. 

Those decisions will have some 
impact on combat readiness, Mil- 
ley said, but he expected that they 
would be minor in scale. 

The general said that what wor¬ 
ries him are the impacts the virus 
could have across the globe on 
the security and economic spec- 
trums. These have the potential 
to alter the landscape for the U.S. 
military, which has spent nearly 
two decades focused on counter¬ 
terrorism and is in the process of 


of positive cases than other VA fa¬ 
cilities, but we cannot speculate 
as to why at this point,” said Phil 
Walls, a public affairs specialist 
at the Southeast Louisiana Veter¬ 
ans Health Care System. 

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 
held a phone call with veterans 
organizations Sunday. Wilkie told 
the groups that he had sent teams 
of medical professionals to help 
with the pandemic response in 
New York City. He was preparing 
to send more to New Orleans, said 
Joe Chenelly, national executive 
director of AMVETS, who was on 
the call. 

Health officials in Louisiana 
said Monday that there were 
1,172 cases of the coronavirus 


preparing primarily for potential 
fights against key power rivals, 
namely China and Russia. 

“This is effecting different 
countries differently, and it de¬ 
pends on the level of rigor and the 
robustness of medical facilities, 
capacity inside each country,” 
Milley said. “It could, in some 
cases, lead to social breakdowns. 
It could lead to political chaos in 
certain countries. We have to be 
attuned to that.” 

Among his concerns are is¬ 
sues with resources needed to 
combat the virus, personal pro¬ 
tective equipment such as masks 
are in short supply in the U.S. and 
in other nations. Other critical 
components to responding to the 
coronavirus such as ventilators 
and hospital bed space are scarce 
not only in the U.S., but also in 
nations all across the globe. 

“These can have severe in¬ 
ternal consequences to certain 
countries that go well beyond the 
immediate medical issues,” Mil- 
ley said, warning of the potential 
for uprisings without specifying 
what nations most concerned 
him. 

Esper said that such an issue 
could cause U.S. political rivals 
and military adversaries to react 
in ways that they might not under 
normal conditions. Iran, for ex¬ 
ample, has been struck hard by 
the virus with more than 21,000 
confirmed cases and 1,685 deaths 
as of Monday, according to World 
Health Organization statistics. 

The defense secretary urged 
commanders to stay vigilant 
across the globe for new threats. 

“With potential adversaries 
or adversaries [the coronavirus 
outbreak] may cause them to act 
out in different ways that impact 
our security posture,” Esper said. 
“We need to be very conscious, 
on the lookout for that, as this 
unfolds.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


in the state, 567 of them in New 
Orleans. Louisiana Gov. John Bel 
Edwards issued a stay-at-home 
order, effective Monday. 

The state had counted 34 deaths 
from the virus Monday. No deaths 
had been reported at the New Or¬ 
leans VA. 

Of the 65 coronavirus patients 
at the New Orleans VA, 44 were 
admitted to the hospital. Others 
— including the first veteran di¬ 
agnosed at the New Orleans facil¬ 
ity — have been discharged and 
returned home to recover, Walls 
said. He described the pandemic 
response as an “unprecedented 
challenge.” 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


New Orleans has one-third of VA’s cases 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Congress close to 
$2 trillion deal for 
virus aid package 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


A man leaves a Trader Joe’s grocery store in Pembroke Pines, Fla. Congress was closing in on a nearly 
$2 trillion aid package on Tuesday, aimed at easing the economic damage caused by the coronavirus. 

* The urgency and the gravity of this 
moment cannot be lost on anyone. 9 

Mitch McConnell 

Senate Majority Leader 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Top con¬ 
gressional and White House offi¬ 
cials said they expected to reach 
a deal Tuesday on a nearly $2 tril¬ 
lion measure aimed at easing the 
economic damage inflicted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and congressional lead¬ 
ers engaged in final negotiations 
after a tumultuous but productive 
day on Monday. While the two 
sides have resolved many issues 
in the sweeping package, some 
final sticking points remained at 
press time. 

Ravaged in recent days, stocks 
climbed as negotiators signaled a 
resolution was in sight. 

At issue is an unprecedented 
economic rescue package that 
would give direct payments to 
most Americans, expanded un¬ 
employment benefits, and a $350 
billion program for small busi¬ 
nesses to keep making payroll 
while workers are forced to stay 
home. A point of contention has 
been $500 billion for guaranteed 
loans to larger industries. 

The one-time rebates are about 
$1,200 per person, or $3,000 for a 
family of four. 

Hospitals could get up to $200 
billion for the expected influx of 
sick patients, said Mnuchin. 

Opening the Senate on Tues¬ 
day, Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell combined optimism 
about the chances for a deal with 
frustration at the delays — and a 


sober view of the crisis at hand. 

“The urgency and the gravity 
of this moment cannot be lost on 
anyone,” he said. “It’s the most se¬ 
rous threat to Americans’ health 
in over a century and quite likely 
the greatest risk to America’s jobs 
and prosperity that we’ve seen 
since the Great Depression.” 

On the negotiations, he said: 
“It’s taken a lot of noise and a lot 
of rhetoric to get us here.” Still, 
“we are very close. We are close 
to a bill that takes our bold Re¬ 
publican framework, integrates 
further ideas from both parties, 
and delivers huge progress.” 

Earlier Tuesday, Trump urged 
swift action. “Congress must ap¬ 
prove the deal, without all of the 
nonsense, today," he tweeted. 
“The longer it takes, the harder it 
will be to start up our economy.” 

Democrats pointed to gains 
for hospitals, additional over¬ 
sight of the huge industry sta¬ 
bilization fund, and money for 
cash-strapped states. A compan¬ 
ion appropriations package bal¬ 
looned as well, growing from a 
$46 billion White House proposal 
to an unprecedented $300 billion, 
including a late $25 billion White 
House request for a flexible di¬ 
saster response fund. 

The sense of optimism extend¬ 
ed to House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, D-Calif., who told CNBC: “I 
think there is real optimism that 
we could get something done in 
the next few hours.” Only Mon¬ 
day, Pelosi introduced a massive 
Democratic measure with liberal 


priorities, drawing scorn from 
Republicans. 

The long evening of shuttle 
negotiations came after a long 
day trying to close the deal. The 
package is a far-reaching effort 
to prop up the U.S. economy, help 
American households and bol¬ 
ster the health care system in the 
growing crisis. Senate passage 
would send the legislation to the 
House. 

Tensions had flared Monday as 
Washington strained to respond 
to the worsening coronavirus 
outbreak, with Congress argu¬ 
ing over the huge rescue package 


and an impatient Trump musing 
openly about letting the 15-day 
shutdown expire March 30. 

As the U.S. braces for an on¬ 
slaught of sick Americans, and 
millions are forced indoors to 
avert a spike that risks over¬ 
whelming hospitals, the most 
ambitious federal intervention in 
modern times is testing whether 
Washington can act swiftly to 
deal with the pandemic on the 
home front. 

Pelosi assailed Trump’s idea to 
trim social distancing guidelines 
and fluctuating response to the 
crisis. 


“He’s a notion-monger, just 
tossing out things that have no re¬ 
lationship to a well-coordinated, 
science-based, governmentwide 
response to this,” Pelosi said on a 
health care conference call Mon¬ 
day. “Thank God for the gover¬ 
nors who are taking the lead in 
their state. Thank God for some 
of the people in the administra¬ 
tion who speak truth to power.” 

With a wary population watch¬ 
ing and waiting, Washington la¬ 
bored under the size and scope of 
a rescue package — larger than 
the 2008 bank bailout and 2009 
recovery act combined. 

Trump has balked at using his 
authority under the recently in¬ 
voked Defense Protection Act to 
compel the private sector to man¬ 
ufacture needed medical supplies 
like masks and ventilators. 


Trump weighs scaling back social distancing guidelines 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump speaks with Vice President Mike Pence 
as they arrive Tuesday for a Fox News Channel virtual town hall 
at the White House. The White House is eyeing ways to ease the 
advisories that have sidelined workers, shuttered schools and led to 
a widespread economic slowdown. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With lives 
and the economy hanging in 
the balance, President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday he is hoping 
the country will be reopened by 
Easter, as he weighs how to re¬ 
fine nationwide social-distancing 
guidelines to put some workers 
back on the job amid the corona¬ 
virus outbreak. 

As many public health officials 
call for stricter, not looser re¬ 
strictions on public interactions, 
Trump said he was already look¬ 
ing toward easing the advisories 
that have sidelined workers, shut¬ 
tered schools and led to a wide¬ 
spread economic slowdown. 

“I would love to have the coun¬ 
try opened up and just raring to 
go by Easter,” he said during a 
Fox News virtual town hall. 

Health experts have made clear 
that unless Americans continue 
to dramatically limit social inter¬ 
action — staying home from work 


and isolating themselves — the 
number of infections will over¬ 
whelm the health care system, 
as it has in parts of Italy, leading 
to many more deaths. While the 
worst outbreaks are concentrated 
in certain parts of the country, 
such as New York, experts warn 
that the highly infectious disease 
is certain to spread. 

The U.S. is now more than a 
week into an unprecedented 15- 
day effort to encourage all Amer¬ 
icans to drastically scale back 
their public activities. 

“I gave it two weeks,” Trump 
said during the virtual town hall 
from the Rose Garden. He argued 
that tens of thousands of Ameri¬ 
cans die from the seasonal flu or 
in automobile accidents and “we 
don’t turn the country off.” 

“We’ll assess at that time and 
we’ll give it some more time if we 
need a little more time, but we 
need to open this country up,” he 
added. 

The reassessment comes as 


the White House is encourag¬ 
ing lawmakers on Capitol Hill to 
pass a roughly $2 trillion stimu¬ 
lus package to ease the financial 
pain for Americans and hard-hit 
industries. 

Appearing before the president 
at the virtual town hall, Vice Pres¬ 
ident Mike Pence said Trump has 
asked for recommendations from 
the White House coronavirus task 
force for how he can send people 
back to work while minimizing 
the public health risk. 

Trump’s enthusiasm for get¬ 
ting people back to work comes 
as he takes stock of the political 
toll the outbreak is taking. It sets 
up a potential conflict with medi¬ 
cal professionals, including many 
within his government, who have 
called for more social restrictions 
to slow the spread of the virus, not 
fewer. 

Larry Kudlow, Trump’s top 
economic adviser, told reporters 
Tuesday that “public health in¬ 
cludes economic health.” 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

UN: 85% of new cases, deaths are in Europe, US 


PALACIO DE HiELOj 



Manu Fernandez/AP 


Police officers stand in front of Madrid’s ice rink turned into a temporary morgue due the COVID-19 
crisis in Spain on Tuesday. 


By David Rising 
And Chris Blake 

Associated. Press 

BERLIN — The World Health 
Organization said Tuesday it has 
counted more than 395,000 total 
coronavirus cases globally, in¬ 
cluding 17,000 deaths. More than 
103,000 have recovered from the 
virus, mostly in China. 

Overnight reporting showed 
85% of the new cases are being 
reported in Europe and the Unit¬ 
ed States, said Dr. Margaret Har¬ 
ris, a WHO spokeswoman. 

Harris said “in fact the out¬ 
break is accelerating very rap¬ 
idly and the case numbers we 
received overnight will put that 
up considerably.” 

Spain began storing bodies in 
an ice rink converted into a make¬ 
shift morgue, as virus deaths rose 
in the country. 

As virus deaths mounted and 
Americans hoped for some eco¬ 
nomic relief from their divided 
government, health officials and 
leaders warned that the world 
was entering a critical period that 
would determine just how deeply 
the pandemic slices through their 
nations. 

While Chinese authorities 
said they would finally end a 
two-month lockdown in hard-hit 
Hubei province where the coro¬ 
navirus outbreak first began, na¬ 
tions in Europe, North America 
and elsewhere pressed harder to 
enforce the stay-at-home restric¬ 
tions placed on 1.5 billion people 
worldwide. 

Those measures could signifi¬ 
cantly impact the trajectory that 
the virus will take as it spreads 
across the world. 

“We are not helpless bystand¬ 
ers,” said WHO chief Tedros Ad- 
hanom Ghebreyesus, noting that 
it took 67 days to reach 100,000 
cases worldwide but just four days 
to go from 200,000 to 300,000. 
“We can change the trajectory of 
this pandemic.” 


One viral social media video 
showed Italian mayors, some¬ 
times profanely, berating their 
fellow citizens for not staying 
inside. 

On Capitol Hill, top congres¬ 
sional and White House officials 
said they expect to reach a deal 
Tuesday on a nearly $2 trillion 
measure aimed at easing the eco¬ 
nomic damage inflicted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Demo¬ 
crats have argued that earlier 
proposals were tilted too much 
toward corporations rather than 
helping American workers and 
health care providers. 

It appears that it will be soon 
that the U.S., which on Monday 
had a total of more than 46,000 
infections and 530 deaths from 
the virus, overtakes hard-hit Italy 


in the number of infections. Au¬ 
thorities say the U.S. is on track to 
eventually overtake China’s near¬ 
ly 82,000 infections and how soon 
that happens depends on how se¬ 
riously Americans take the state- 
at-home restrictions. 

In New York, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo sounded his most dire 
warning yet about the pandemic, 
saying the infection rate in New 
York is accelerating and the state 
could be as close as two weeks 
away from a crisis that projects 
40,000 people in intensive care. 

Such a surge would overwhelm 
hospitals, which now have just 
3,000 intensive care unit beds 
statewide. Cuomo said the rate of 
new infections is doubling about 
every three days. While officials 
once thought the peak in New 


York would come in early May, 
they now say it could come in two 
to three weeks. 

“We are not slowing it. And it is 
accelerating on its own,” he said 
during a briefing in New York 
City. “One of the forecasters said 
we were looking at a freight train 
coming across the country. We’re 
now looking at a bullet train.” 

There were nearly 26,000 posi¬ 
tive cases in New York state with 
210 deaths, according to figures 
from Johns Hopkins University. 

India will begin the world’s 
largest lockdown. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced it in a TV address 
Tuesday night, warning that any¬ 
one going outside risked invit¬ 
ing the coronavirus inside their 
homes. He pledged $2 billion to 


By the numbers 


395K 

Total cases of coronavirus 
globally, according to the 
World Health Organization, 
with 17,000 deaths. 

46K 

Approximate coronavirus 
cases in the United States 
with roughly 530 deaths. 

26K 

Number of reported 
coronavirus cases in New 
York state, with 210 
deaths, as of early Tuesday. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

bolster the country’s beleaguered 
health care system. 

“To save India and every In¬ 
dian, there will be a total ban on 
venturing out of your homes,” said 
Modi, adding that if the country 
failed to manage the next 21 days, 
it could be set back by 21 years. 

India’s stay-at-home order puts 
nearly one-fifth of the world’s 
population under lockdown. 

Indian health officials have re¬ 
ported 469 active cases of COVID- 
19 and 10 deaths. Officials have 
repeatedly insisted there is no 
evidence yet of communal spread 
but have conducted few tests. 


Egypt sets curfew as virus spreads across Mideast 


By Samy Magdy 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt will impose a two-week 
nightly curfew in the Arab world’s most popu¬ 
lous country in an effort to stop the spread of 
the new coronavirus, its prime minister an¬ 
nounced Tuesday, as the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund warned that a shortage of medical 
supplies could affect the Mideast’s poorest 
nations. 

There are over 31,000 confirmed cases of 
the virus across the Mideast, the vast major¬ 
ity in the hard-hit nation of Iran. While most 
recover from the virus and the COVID-19 ill¬ 
ness that it causes, bottoming crude oil prices 
have put additional strain on even the region’s 
wealthiest countries. That in turn could affect 
their ability to spend on needed supplies as the 
virus challenges medical systems worldwide. 

Already, countries have reacted by either 
urging or ordering hundreds of millions of 
people to stay home. Egypt, home to over 100 
million alone, became the latest on Tuesday. 

The IMF, which traditionally has urged 
governments to implement greater austerity 


measures, was urging Mideast governments 
to offer temporary tax relief and cash trans¬ 
fers. It warned a lack of medical supplies 
could hurt Iraq, Sudan and Yemen if it leads 
to a surge in prices. 

“Given the large numbers of people em¬ 
ployed in the service sector, there will be wide 
reverberations if unemployment rises and 
wages and remittances fall,” the IMF’s direc¬ 
tor for the Middle East, Jihad Azour, said in 
statement. 

In Egypt, tourist cancellations have reached 
80%. 

Retail and hospitality sectors have been 
hard-hit in countries like the United Arab 
Emirates, where tourism is a pillar of the 
economy, according to the IMF. 

The arrival of the pandemic in Syria with 
one confirmed case, as well as the impover¬ 
ished Gaza Strip, has raised concerns the 
virus could run rampant in some of the most 
vulnerable areas in the Middle East. War-torn 
Libya and Yemen, which have yet to report 
any cases, are also a source of concern. 

The worst outbreak in the Mideast is un¬ 
folding in Iran, where authorities reported 


another 122 deaths on Tuesday, bringing the 
total number of fatalities to more than 1,900 
amid more than 24,800 confirmed cases. The 
dead included the mother-in-law of the son of 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the 
state-run IRNA news agency said Monday. 

Health Ministry spokesman Kianoush Ja- 
hanpour warned the public that infections 
will likely rise further, as Iran now has more 
ability to test and screen suspected cases. The 
ministry has launched a website for the public 
to report if they suspect they have the virus, 
which will link them to medical staff to come 
and test them. 

So far, 41 million people have used the site, 
Jahanpour said. Iran is home to some 80 mil¬ 
lion people. 

Lines have formed outside grocery stores, 
banks and gas stations across the Syrian capi¬ 
tal, Damascus, as people braced for wider 
closures. The government has already closed 
restaurants, cafes and other businesses, and 
has halted public transportation. 

Saudi Arabia announced Tuesday that its 
virus cases jumped from 562 to 767, and in¬ 
cluded its first death. 



Vahid Salemi/AP 


A woman walks past shoe shops 
in a mostly empty street in a 
commercial district in downtown 
Tehran, Iran, on Sunday, 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Pandemic upends 
campaign themes 
for both parties 


By Alan Fram 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — The corona- 
virus pandemic and the nation’s 
crashing economy are scram¬ 
bling the themes both mqjor polit¬ 
ical parties thought would carry 
them to victory in November for 
control of the White House and 
Congress. 

Shattered, certainly for now, is 
President Donald Trump’s abil¬ 
ity to tout a brawny economy and 
record stock market prices as 
the predicate for his reelection. 
The GOP could face a hard time 
calling Democratic candidates 
socialists with a straight face as 
Congress works on a bipartisan, 
near $2 trillion rescue pack¬ 
age that would essentially have 
government drive the economy 
indefinitely. 

Democrats say they’re the 
party that will protect people’s 
health care, but it’s unclear that 
would be heard by people focused 
mostly on when life will return to 
normal. And by pounding away at 
Trump’s competence, they’d risk 
alienating voters who, during a 
stressful time, want policymak¬ 
ers to produce solutions, not par¬ 
tisan wrangling. 

“We’re in the middle of a hurri¬ 
cane. We don’t know all the politi¬ 
cal consequences. We don’t know 
if it’s a Cat 1 or a Cat 5,” said GOP 
consultant Matt Mackowiak, re¬ 
ferring to categories used to ex¬ 
press the strength of storms. 

Trump has seized public atten¬ 
tion with almost daily briefings 
about the government’s response 
to the pandemic. That’s left for¬ 
mer Vice President Joe Biden, 
the likely Democratic presiden¬ 
tial nominee, and his party’s con¬ 
gressional candidates searching 
for ways to break into the news 
cycle. 

Clearly, campaign themes are 
changing. 

Five political advertisers had 
run ads mentioning the coronavi- 
rus through last week, according 
to Advertising Analytics, a firm 
that tracks ad data. That includ¬ 
ed one in Florida, in Spanish, by 
Biden, and two by Sen. Susan Col¬ 
lins, R-Maine. 

“In times like this, we must 
work together,” Collins, who faces 
a competitive November reelec¬ 
tion in a state that prizes indepen¬ 
dence, tells the camera. 

More are coming. 

Priorities USA, the largest 
outside Democratic political or¬ 
ganization, planned to start ads 
Tuesday in election battlegrounds 
Florida, Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin. The spot plays 
Trump’s own words, including, 
“We have it totally under con¬ 
trol,” as a bar graph displays the 
skyrocketing number of corona- 


virus cases. 

The spot ends as “AMERICA 
NEEDS A LEADER WE CAN 
TRUST" is displayed against a 
black background. 

GOP operatives say Republican 
candidates must emphasize rally¬ 
ing behind the effort to battle the 
twin crises. 

“The message is, ‘We all need 
to come together, support the 
president and vice president and 
do all we can to fight the virus,”’ 
Republican strategist John Fee- 
hery said. “Throw everything 
else out the window.” 

The Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee provided 
a memo last week offering guid¬ 
ance to its candidates. 

“Remind followers through 
your actions that you take this 
seriously and would be a calm 
voice through crisis,” the House 
Democratic political arm said in 
the guidance obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

It urged candidates to discuss 
the significance of health care 
access and affordability — issues 
that helped the party capture 
House control in 2018. It suggest¬ 
ed asking voters, “How are you 
doing?” and “Do you need any¬ 
thing” during phone calls. 

Both parties say it’s too early 
to know if the virus will be con¬ 
tained and the economy resusci¬ 
tated by the time voters focus on 
the fall campaigns—and whether 
they’ll blame or laud Trump and 
the GOP for the outcome. 

Either way, Trump is casting 
himself as a wartime president 
in hopes of garnering the broad 
public support that usually goes 
to national leaders in times of 
crisis. 

His reelection campaign has 
been using the emergencies in 
fundraising appeals that offer 
supporters autographed “Keep 
America Great” hats. “Our coun¬ 
try is facing unprecedented times 
right now and President Trump is 
working around the clock to keep 
our Nation and its citizens safe,” 
his emails say. 

Biden used a fundraiser, held 
by phone, to swipe at Trump, 
who’s made numerous false state¬ 
ments about the virus, including 
on its seriousness and the avail¬ 
ability of tests. 

“We need to tell the American 
people the truth, the unvarnished 
truth," Biden said. 

Republicans concede the party 
faces a huge downside should the 
virus remain uncontrolled. 

“If we become Italy,” said the 
consultant Mackowiak, citing the 
country with the highest death 
toll so far, “there’s no question 
the party in power would pay a 
political price for that. Absolutely 
no question.” 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Plenty of distance 

Trey Evans participates in an online yoga class using his laptop and headphones outside at Eleanor 
Tinsley Park near downtown Houston on Tuesday. BIG Power Yoga has been holding online classes 
during the coronavirus outbreak. 

House mulls voting options amid outbreak 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — With at least two members of 
the House testing positive for coronavirus, Demo¬ 
crats are recommending that they pass a nearly 
$2 trillion economic rescue passage by unanimous 
consent, meaning no lawmakers would have to be 
present for the vote. 

If that doesn’t work — only one member has to ob¬ 
ject to stop it — then House Democrats say there are 
other options for voting from afar, including proxy 
votes that could see a handful of members casting 
votes for others. The options are discussed in a new 
report commissioned by House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi and released late Monday evening. 

One option Democrats are taking off the table: re¬ 
mote electronic voting. The report, written by House 
Rules Committee Chairman James McGovern, D- 
Mass., determined there were too many security 
concerns in addition to logistical and technical chal¬ 
lenges in the middle of the public health crisis. 

The simplest route is the most obvious: passing 
the legislation by voice vote or unanimous consent, 
neither of which requires the full House to be pres¬ 
ent. The report said this is “by far the best option" 
— using existing House rules and practices. Howev¬ 


er, it could be derailed if even one member appears 
on the floor to object. 

Under the proxy proposal, a member of the House 
could be allowed to designate a colleague to vote for 
them in the event they are unable to return to Wash¬ 
ington amid the coronavirus outbreak. If there are 
objections to a unanimous consent vote, the report 
said, proxy voting “is likely the best of the options 
available under the circumstances.” 

Proxy voting would require a rules change but 
could be quickly adopted if there were universal 
support for the idea, according to the report. 

Beyond proxy voting, the House could temporar¬ 
ily increase the number of people it would take to 
object to a unanimous consent request, decreas¬ 
ing the possibility that one person could derail the 
whole process. 

If a recorded vote becomes necessary, the report 
recommends practices similar to what the Senate 
has been doing over the last week — extending the 
time of votes so members wouldn’t have to crowd on 
the floor to cast their ballots. The report suggests 
that the House could make votes safer by “having 
Members vote in shifts, sanitizing voting stations 
between uses, and controlling how many people are 
in the chamber and their proximity to each other.” 
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VETERANS 


Efforts to get housing for homeless vets halt 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — As offices 
close and much of the country 
shifted to remote work this month, 
progress stopped to get homeless 
veterans into permanent housing 
at a time they need it most, advo¬ 
cates say. 

Veterans who received housing 
vouchers from the government but 
had not yet rented a home before 
the coronavirus pandemic are 
now unable to find housing, said 
Kathryn Monet, chief executive 
officer of the National Coalition 
for Homeless Veterans. Mean¬ 
while, the homeless population 
is at increased risk of contract¬ 
ing the virus, and the economic 
fallout is expected to push more 
Americans into homelessness. 

The National Coalition for 
Homeless Veterans is urging 
Congress to approve $200 million 
in emergency funding to tempo¬ 
rarily house homeless veterans in 
hotel rooms and secure coronavi¬ 
rus tests for those who get sick. 

“If homeless veterans are left 
behind in any congressional re¬ 
sponse to this pandemic, the con¬ 
sequences will be deadly,” Monet 
said. “Congress must distribute 


additional resources to [the De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs and 
Department of Labor] so that or¬ 
ganizations serving this popula¬ 
tion can continue to do so, safely 
and effectively.” 

The HVAF of Indiana, which 
stands for “helping veterans and 
families,” houses homeless vet¬ 
erans in Indianapolis. The orga¬ 
nization has been unable to get 
veterans with housing vouch¬ 
ers into permanent homes since 
the pandemic hit the U.S., said 
Emmy Hildebrand, HVAF’s vice 
president of public policy. 

“It seems like those move-ins 
will be on hold until all of this is 
over,” Hildebrand said. 

Employees at the local hous¬ 
ing authority are working from 
home and unable to complete the 
inspections that are required be¬ 
fore veterans can move into their 
rental units. Landlords are also 
closing their offices. 

Some of the veterans waiting to 
use their vouchers are currently 
residing in shelters, transitional 
housing programs, on the street 
or in their cars. Without the usual 
flow of veterans moving into per¬ 
manent housing, shelters and 
transitional programs are expect¬ 


ed to reach capacity. At HVAF, 
their beds are already full. 

“Anyone who has a voucher is 
basically homeless until the coro¬ 
navirus subsides in their com¬ 
munity,” Monet said. “Without 
permanent housing, we’re going 
to see a huge spike in veterans 
who don’t have access to a shelter 
or transitional housing beds.” 

To help with the problem, local 
groups like HVAF are getting vet¬ 
erans and their families into hotel 
and motel rooms, which is per¬ 
mitted in emergency situations. 
On Monday alone, Hildebrand re¬ 
ceived requests from three veter¬ 
ans who wanted to get themselves 
and their families into motels. 
The problem is that there’s lim¬ 
ited funding to do it. 

“We’re hoping to find additional 
resources to be able to meet that 
need,” she said. “Without perma¬ 
nent housing options available, 
we have nowhere to put people.” 

Getting veterans into hotels and 
motels will help with the need for 
social distancing, particularly for 
those older than 60 or with under¬ 
lying health conditions, Monet ar¬ 
gued. The population of homeless 
veterans lacks reliable access to 
running water and hygiene prod¬ 


ucts, is aging and has few safe 
spaces to isolate or self-quaran¬ 
tine, she said. 

Experts at the University of 
Pennsylvania, University of Cali¬ 
fornia Los Angeles and Boston 
University published research 
on March 20 which estimated 
that more than 21,000 homeless 
Americans, about 4.3% of the 
country’s total homeless popula¬ 
tion, would require hospitaliza¬ 
tion because of the coronavirus, 
and that more than 3,400 would 
die. The virus has created a “se¬ 
vere and emergent health care 
crisis” for the homeless popu¬ 
lation that is “likely to wreak 
havoc” on this already vulnerable 
group, the report says. 

The experts estimated that the 
country would need an additional 
400,000 shelter beds to house all 
homeless Americans and provide 
for social distancing to help pre¬ 
vent the spread of the virus. They 
called on local, state and federal 
governments to work together to 
immediately shelter the home¬ 
less, provide space for social dis¬ 
tancing and isolate the sick. 

“There are obvious and im¬ 
mediate steps that we can take 
to mitigate this situation,” they 


wrote. “The urgency is clear, as is 
the moral imperative to act.” 

The effects are likely to be 
felt most on the West Coast, par¬ 
ticularly California, the research 
shows. Los Angeles County is ex¬ 
pected to be the hardest hit. 

The funding request from the 
National Coalition for Home¬ 
less Veterans includes money for 
coronavirus tests for homeless 
veterans. The group is also seek¬ 
ing funding for the government to 
supply shelters with disinfectant 
and sanitation products, train 
outreach staff to administer the 
tests, provide protective gear for 
those staff members and increase 
surveillance of the homeless vet¬ 
eran population to identify and 
track cases of the virus. 

“Those who had been exposed 
are unable to follow the recom¬ 
mendations of the [Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention] 
and stay ‘at home,”’ Monet wrote 
in her letter to lawmakers. “In¬ 
stead, these individuals are sur¬ 
viving unsheltered, in congregate 
shelters or group homes where 
transmission to others is increas¬ 
ingly likely.” 
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NATION _ 

Pandemic doesn't deter agencies' rollbacks 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is rejecting ap¬ 
peals to slow its deregulatory 
drive while Americans grapple 
with the coronavirus, pushing 
mqjor public health and environ¬ 
mental rollbacks closer to enact¬ 
ment in recent days despite the 
pandemic. 

As Americans stockpiled food 
and medicine and retreated in¬ 
doors and businesses shuttered 
in hopes of riding out COVID-19, 
federal agencies in recent days 
moved forward on rollbacks that 
included a widely opposed de¬ 
regulatory action by the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

The proposed rule would re¬ 
quire disclosure of the raw data 
behind any scientific study used 
in the rulemaking process. That 
includes confidential medical re¬ 
cords that opponents say could be 
used to identify people. 

The EPA says the rule, first in¬ 
troduced in 2018, is designed to 


increase transparency. But early 
drafts drew more than a half-mil¬ 
lion comments, most of them in 
opposition. Health experts say it 
would handcuff federal officials’ 
ability to regulate proven health 
threats in the future, by making 
it impossible for regulators to 
draw on findings of public health 
studies. 

The EPA has dismissed de¬ 
mands from 14 attorneys general, 
the National Governors Associa¬ 
tion, the National League of Cities 
and dozens of other government, 
public health and environmental 
groups and officials that it at least 
tap the brakes on that proposed 
rule while officials confront “the 
national emergency that arises 
from the COVID-19 pandemic." 

Federal agencies should sus¬ 
pend steps toward enactment for 
any nonessential rule changes, 
Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey, one of those sign¬ 
ing the appeal, said in a separate 
email. “During this unprecedent¬ 
ed public health emergency, we 


As regulations.gov 
is fully functioning, 
there is no barrier to 
the public providing 
comment, f 

Enesta Jones 

EPA spokeswoman 


should be focusing our resources 
on protecting the health and well 
being of our residents not on 
fighting against the Trump Ad¬ 
ministration’s reckless environ¬ 
mental proposals and actions," 
Healey said. 

Asked for comment, EPA 
spokeswoman Enesta Jones said 
the agency is “open and con¬ 
tinuing our regulatory work as 
usual." 

Jones said that the public can 
still have its say on the proposed 
rule. “As regulations.gov is fully 
functioning, there is no barrier to 


the public providing comment," 
Jones said. 

President Donald Trump and 
his agency chiefs have less than 
10 months left in his current term 
to complete the administration’s 
business-friendly easing of the 
way the federal government en¬ 
forces scores of environmental 
and public health protections. 

The Interior Department, for 
example, is moving ahead with 
a measure that would greatly 
ease protections under the more 
than century-old Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Interior closed the 
30-day comment period for the 
change as scheduled last week. 
Critics say the changes could 
devastate threatened and endan¬ 
gered species and speed an al¬ 
ready documented decline in U.S. 
bird populations overall. 

Interior also ticked off required 
procedural steps in March on 
consideration of a ConocoPhillips 
oil and gas project in the Alaska 
wilderness and on a development 
plan for land surrounding New 


Mexico’s Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park, a World Heritage 
site at the center of a long debate 
over oil and gas development, 
among other projects. 

Interior spokesman Conner 
Swanson called it “unfortunate 
that these interest groups are 
playing politics at a time when 
all Americans need to come 
together." 

“All DOI actions, including 
comment periods, are being eval¬ 
uated on a case-by-case basis and 
adjustments are being made to 
ensure we are allowing for prop¬ 
er public input, while protecting 
the health and safety of the pub¬ 
lic and our employees,” Swanson 
said. 

Opponents also say they expect 
the White House to make public 
as soon as next week the latest 
version of its rollback in vehicle 
emissions standards, weakening 
one of the Obama administration’s 
major efforts against climate¬ 
damaging fossil fuel emissions. 


Future: USMC modernization 
plan calls for III MEF in Pacific 
to have three littoral regiments 


Averi Coppa/U.S. Marine Corps 

U.S. Marines advance on their objective during Exercise Trident Juncture in Norway in 2018. Since 
summer, the Marine Corps has undergone a review of its personnel, units and equipment to determine 
what type of forces the service will need to fight future battles. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Pentagon’s 2018 National 
Defense Strategy puts China and 
Russia as the major world pow¬ 
ers that the United States must be 
prepared to challenge as Ameri¬ 
ca’s military advantages decline. 
The economic policies of China 
and its militarization of the South 
China Sea and Russia’s efforts to 
undermine NATO and its nuclear 
arsenal are major concerns for 
the U.S. military, according to the 
National Defense Strategy. 

“The Marine Corps is rede¬ 
signing the 2030 force for naval 
expeditionary warfare in actively 
contested spaces, fully aligning 
the service with the direction of 
the [National Defense Strategy],” 
the service Combat Development 
Command said in a statement, 
adding it will continue to evaluate 
and adjust the force design. 

The Marine unit categories 
that will see reductions in 10 
years are: 

■ Infantry battalions, which 
will drop to 21 from 24. 


■ Artillery batteries, which will 
go to five down from 21 

■ Amphibious vehicle compa¬ 
nies, which will go down to four 
from six. 

■ F-35B and F-35C Lightning 
II fighter squadrons, which will 
have fewer aircraft per unit, from 
16 aircraft down to 10. 

Tilt-rotor, attack, and heavy- 
lift squadrons will also have re¬ 
ductions and deactivations. The 
Marine Corps will eliminate its 
law enforcement battalions, units 
that build bridges and reduce the 
service personnel by 12,000 in 10 
years, a less than 7% reduction in 
the service’s total force, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

The reduction in units, equip¬ 
ment and personnel is geared 
toward the Marine Corps’ refo¬ 
cused efforts to work more close¬ 
ly with the Navy, especially in the 
Pacific region to compete against 
China. 

The III Marine Expeditionary 
Force, based at Camp Courtney 
on Okinawa, Japan, is the main 


focus of Marine efforts in the re¬ 
gion, according to the statement. 
The III MEF will be modern¬ 
ized to have three Marine littoral 
regiments that are trained and 
equipped to operate within con¬ 
tested maritime areas, according 
to the statement. The region will 


also have three Marine expedi¬ 
tionary units that are globally de¬ 
ployable. The other two Marine 
expeditionary force units will 
provide forces to the III MEF, ac¬ 
cording to the Marine Corps. 

The Marine Corps is also plan¬ 
ning to increase its long-range 


rocket artillery abilities by 300%, 
reduce the size of infantry battal¬ 
ions to allow for a more distribut¬ 
ed force, and invest in unmanned 
air and ground systems, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 

@caitlinmkenney 



Supreme Court rules states can bar insanity defense 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court ruled Monday that 
states can prevent criminal de¬ 
fendants from pleading insanity 
without violating their constitu¬ 
tional rights. The decision could 
prompt states across the country 
to toughen standards for defen¬ 
dants who wish to plead not guilty 


by reason of insanity. 

The justices’ 6-3 decision 
came in a case from Kansas, 
where James Kraig Kahler was 
sentenced to death for killing 
his estranged wife, two teen¬ 
age daughters and his wife’s 
grandmother. 

Kahler wanted to mount an 
insanity defense, but Kansas is 


one of four states that eliminat¬ 
ed a defendant’s ability to plead 
not guilty by reason of insanity. 
Idaho, Montana and Utah are the 
others. Alaska also limits the in¬ 
sanity defense. 

Justice Elena Kagan wrote for 
the court that “Kansas takes ac¬ 
count of mental health at both 
trial and sentencing. It has just 


not adopted the particular insan¬ 
ity defense Kahler would like. 
That choice is for Kansas to make 
— and, if it wishes, to remake 
and remake again as the future 
unfolds," Kagan wrote in uphold¬ 
ing a ruling from the Kansas Su¬ 
preme Court. 

Kagan’s three liberal col¬ 
leagues dissented. Kansas “has 


eliminated the core of a defense 
that has existed for centuries: 
that the defendant, due to mental 
illness, lacked the mental capac¬ 
ity necessary for his conduct to 
be considered morally blame¬ 
worthy," Justice Stephen Breyer 
wrote for himself and Justices 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Sonia 
Sotomayor. 
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/ PON'T WANT HIM TO 
Ul/E. IN FEAR OF CATCHING 
A l/IRUS THAT REALLY 
POESN'T SEEM TO 
HURTING LITTLE KIPS. 


I STILL PON'T THINK 
YOU SHOULPA SENT HIM 
TO PAY CARS IN THAT 
LITTLE ASTRONAUT 
SPACE SUIT. 



BETTER \ I THEM KIPS AIN'T 
SAFE NEPER GONNA 
LET HIS PUNK- 
SH UPC THAT 
PQWN. „ 

n 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Ballpark fig. 

4 Shaft of light 

7 Rwandan people 

8 Relaxed 

10 Clear wrap 

11 Handgun 

13 Feminist leader 
who co-founded 
Ms. magazine 

16 Lean-(sheds) 

17 Job openings 

18 Corn serving 

19 Thailand, once 

20 Suffix with 
song or gab 

21 Miserly Marner 

23 “—Called 

Wanda” 

25 Oodles 

26 Despot 

27 Pot-bellied pet 

28 Word with poem 
or opera 

30 Acapulco gold 

33Grammy-winning 
lead singer of 
Miami Sound 
Machine 

36 “A Streetcar 
Named 
Desire” cry 

37 Loosen 


38 Not hollow 

39 Mideast gulf 

40 Observe 

41 Chaney of hor¬ 
ror films 

DOWN 

1 Continental cash 

2 Luminary 

3 Libya neighbor 

4 “Nick of Time” 
singer Bonnie 

5 Ninnies 

6 Bigfoot’s cousin 

7 Angelic light 

8 — salts 

9 Beneficiaries 

10 Pvt.’s superior 
12 Tether 

14“Sad to say ...” 


15 “The A-Team” 
actor 

19 Devious 

20 Fragrant tree 

21 Mayflower 
features 

22 Gold bars 

23 Unrepaired 

24 True 

25 Fuel stat 

26 Tire pattern 

28 French textile 
city 

29 New Haven 
collegian 

30 Frequently 

31 April forecast 

32 Inseparable 

34 Antique cars 

35 Within (Pref.) 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


s 

L 

A 

V 


C 

P 

A 


c 

A 

A 

N 

L 

1 

L 

1 

A 

R 

1 

u 

N 

T 

O 

1 

D 

1 

G 

|m 

O 

Dl 

E 

R 

A 

T 

E 

M 

O 

D 

1 

C| 

r 



N 

A 

T 

A 

L 


k 

d 

Is] 


|B 

1 

T 


B 

O 

a] 

hr 

JJ 


[m 

O 

D 

e| 

[s 

T 

O 

A 

N 

D 


\p 

A 

YJ 


N 

E 

E 

M 

O 

d| 

[e 

S 

T 

YJ 


ru 

o] 

II 

E 

D 


A 

H 

a] 


G ] 

A 

"51 


A 

N 

1 

T 

A 


p 

d 

Id 

E 

L 

T 

S 

M 

O 

D 

S 

d 

|u 

A 

d] 


S 

O 

H 

O 

O 

N 

E 

A 


R 

T 

E 

S 

L 

E 

D 

S 

E 

A 

T 

L 

A 

X 

A 

L 

M 

S 


3-25 


CRYPTOQUIP 


REG PWREJHBQ EGQQ’U 
RGPFGKBRYKGU BKG 



BHRYBQQW FKGRRW LBKM 

CDDL. JR’U JM REG 

GJCERJGU JM EBLGU. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN LIGHTNING 
HITS A TALL CELLPHONE STRUCTURE, I SUPPOSE 
THAT COULD LEAD TO A TOWER OUTAGE. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals H 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Train helps rescue 
hiker after 200-foot fall 


Kl U bretton woods 

— A hiker descend¬ 
ing Mount Washington who was 
severely injured in a 200-foot fall 
was rescued with the help of the 
Cog Railway train that takes visi¬ 
tors up and down the summit dur¬ 
ing tourism season. 

New Hampshire Fish and 
Game conservation officers said 
that the hiker, Ashley Furness, 
35, of Bartlett, was with a com¬ 
panion Sunday afternoon when 
she slipped and fell, striking sev¬ 
eral rocks. She was descending 
along the railway tracks and was 
about 2 miles up from the railway 
station. 

Her companion called for help 
and kept her warm with a blan¬ 
ket after descending to where she 
landed. It took hours for rescuers 
to reach her due to the steep, icy 
terrain and remote location. The 
Cog Railway prepared a train, 
which reached her and returned 
to a waiting ambulance at the 
base around 11 p.m. Sunday. 

Mount Washington is the tallest 
mountain in the Northeast with a 
summit of 6,288 feet. 


Man shot after bringing 
gun into county jail 


P| ORLANDO — A man 
r L who held three people 
captive while being booked into 
the Orange County Jail in Or¬ 
lando on Saturday night was shot 
in the shoulder by deputies and 
officers. 

Eric Jefferson Stanley, 25, was 
taken to a hospital for treatment, 
Orange County Sheriff John Mina 
said during a news conference. 
Stanley is facing multiple felony 
charges. 

Mina told news outlets that 
Stanley was arrested with one 
other person on drug charges 
Saturday evening. He managed 
to slip off the flex cuffs he was 
restrained with and pulled a gun. 
Officials didn’t say how he got the 
gun inside the booking area of the 
jail. 

Mina said Stanley pointed the 
gun at a corrections officer. He 
shot at the jail nurse when she 
tried to run away. Then officers 
shot at him from outside, hitting 
him in the shoulder. 


Orville Wright bust back 
in place at memorial 

KILL DEVIL HILLS 
I*— The recovered bust 
of aviation pioneer Orville Wright 
is back on a pedestal next to the 
memorial honoring his and his 
brother’s achievements on North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks more 
than a century ago. 

The National Park Service said 
the bust and the granite base 
damaged during a theft in Oc¬ 
tober have been repaired, The 
News & Observer of Raleigh re¬ 
ported. The bust was placed back 
atop the base at the foot of Wright 
Brothers National Memorial Park 
last Friday. 

A similar bust remains on the 
other side of the memorial in the 
likeness of Wilbur Wright. It was 
at Kill Devil Hills that the broth¬ 
ers conducted their powered air 
flight with a pilot aboard on Dec. 



Eric Gay/AP 


What shark? 

A visitor takes photos at a souvenir shop Monday in Port Aransas, Texas. Businesses in Port Aransas are feeling the effects of the 
coronavirus outbreak as groups are staying away from the popular beach area in the islands off the coast of Texas. 


THE CENSUS 

^ • The approximate value of two violins and a bow 

1 ' W W IT that were stolen from a music shop in Lincoln, 

TjPm Neb. The instruments were stolen from Capital 
& I m City Strings sometime between Christmas and 
Wednesday, the Lincoln Journal Star reported. The 
more valuable of the two instruments is an $18,000 brown 2001 violin crafted by 
Marilyn Wallin, an award-winning violin maker who lives and works in Lincoln. The 
second violin is a 1919 Neff Philadelphia model valued at $3,000. The vintage 
bow from German maker Nurenberg is valued at $3,500. 


17,1903. 

The park service said last fall 
that the granite base on which the 
Orville Wright bust was mounted 
had been toppled and damaged. 
The bust was located a few days 
later by a beach visitor who said 
that it was tucked in some sand 
dunes. 

Kids removed from home 
with suspected meth lab 

HH J\ FOXBOROUGH — 
l*l^% Four young children 
have been removed from a Fox- 
borough home, and two people 
will face charges after authorities 
said that they uncovered a sus¬ 
pected methamphetamine lab. 

Police removed the children 
while serving a search warrant 
at the home Sunday, state fire 
officials said. The children were 
taken to a hospital for evaluation. 

Officials said the arrests are 
the result of months of investiga¬ 
tion by the Massachusetts State 
Police’s Clandestine Lab Enforce¬ 
ment Team. The team is made up 
of detectives, chemists and bomb 
squad technicians who work with 
officials at the state’s Department 
of Fire Services. 

$10K reward for tips on 
killer of whooping crane 

■ Jt NEW ORLEANS — 
The reward for infor¬ 
mation leading to the person or 
people responsible for killing an 
endangered whooping crane has 


increased to $10,000, according 
to wildlife officials in Louisiana. 

Donations from various groups 
doubled a reward offered earlier, 
according to a news release from 
the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. 

The UA-year-old crane’s body 
was found Nov. 15 in a rice and 
crawfish field in the town of Elton 
in Jefferson Davis Parish. A nec¬ 
ropsy determined that it had been 
shot that day or the previous day. 

Whooping cranes are among 
the world’s most endangered 
birds. The Louisiana wildlife 
agency and its partners have re¬ 
introduced more than 150 into the 
state since 2011, the release stat¬ 
ed. There are now about 75 birds 
in Louisiana’s flock, including 
three that hatched in the wild. 

Threats against judges 
lands man back in jail 

P| FORT LAUDERDALE 
rL — Broward Sheriff’s of¬ 
ficials said that a South Florida 
man went before a judge for the 


third time in a week for threaten¬ 
ing county judges. 

Records showed that Todd Ed¬ 
ward Watson, 56, is being held in 
the Broward County Jail without 
bond on several charges that in¬ 
clude aggravated stalking. 

According to his latest arrest 
report Saturday, Watson twice 
left “obscene, filthy, vulgar, inde¬ 
cent and threatening” voicemails 
on the phones of three judges, 
in violation of the terms of his 
probation. 

“This is the third time I’ve ar¬ 
rested him,” said Detective Jo¬ 
seph Kessling at a court hearing 
Wednesday. “He basically has 
been terrorizing the judges and 
their families here in the Bro¬ 
ward County courthouse for sev¬ 
eral years.” 

Felon poses with gun on 
Facebook, gets jail time 

||J|T MISSOULA — A con- 
1*1 I victed felon has been 
sentenced to a year in federal 
prison after his probation officer 


saw a picture of him holding guns 
on a sporting goods company’s 
Facebook page, the U.S. Attor¬ 
ney’s Office said. 

Brandon Richmond Turner, 29, 
of Missoula, had been sentenced 
for a felony in Lake County in 
January 2017 and was prohibited 
from possessing firearms, pros¬ 
ecutors said. 

His probation officer saw the 
image last June. Turner admitted 
he retrieved his rifle and a pistol 
from a friend, who was keeping 
his guns after his conviction. 

Turner pleaded guilty in De¬ 
cember to being a felon in pos¬ 
session of a firearm and was 
sentenced Friday by U.S. District 
Judge Donald Molloy. 

Court mulls ongoing 
education for judges 

||i| | LANSING—The Mich- 
1*11 igan Supreme Court is 
seeking public comment on a pro¬ 
posal to require annual education 
courses for judges. 

The court said that the goal is 
to ensure proficiency about cur¬ 
rent law, integrity on the bench 
and administrative skills. Judges 
would be required to fulfill a min¬ 
imum of 12 hours of continuing 
education each year. 

Justice Richard Bernstein said 
that ongoing education is a good 
goal. But he said he’s also con¬ 
cerned that a mandatory program 
would turn into a hardship for an 
“already burdened judiciary.” 
From wire reports 
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FACES 


Curious 

career 

choices 


Don Cheadle’s 
latest project is 
the Showtime 
miniseries 
‘Black Monday.” 
Showtime photos 


Marvel veteran Cheadle 
says he opted for acting 
over music because it 
seemed easier 




“And she said, ‘This is what you’ve been 
saying you want to do since you were 10 
years old. Don’t quit. Just keep doing it.’” 

He and his spouse, Bridgid Coulter, 
have two daughters, 26 and 24. 

“God bless my wife,” he says, “because 
when I’d go work and 
be gone a few 
months, she’d 
come. She’d 
bring the 
kids, so we 
had family 
continuity.... 

“If she had 
not been will¬ 
ing to follow 
me around 
for a while, it 
would’ve been; 
lot trickier.” 


* I’ve been very, very lucky, blessed to only do this 
to support myself, f 

Don Cheadle 


By Luaine Lee 
Tribune News Service 

A lthough he’d already graduated 
from a prestigious arts institute, 
actor Don Cheadle immediately 
signed up for waiters’ school. 

“It was on Sunset Boulevard, and the 
whole reason to go there was not just to be 
a waiter,” he says. “But when you graduat¬ 
ed, the teacher would call you in the back 
like Don Corleone and give you tips. ‘OK, 
this is the guy at Spago; call him.’ And, 
‘This is the person at Tower; call him.’ 
You got the insider stuff,” he whispers. 

“But I got an acting job the day I was 
getting ready to go to my first meeting for 
a waiter’s job. I just never went back.” 

It’s been 35 years, and Cheadle says he’s 
twice blessed that he’s never had to bal¬ 
ance a tray full of prime rib or hawk time- 
shares or extinguish fires for a living. 

He’s earned his keep as an actor, though 
music was almost his first choice. “When I 
graduated from high school I had a couple 
different scholarships to pursue: either 
acting or jazz, vocal jazz, instrumental 
jazz. And I picked acting,” he says. 

“It was a weather-related choice as well 
— but I knew what it was going to take to 
be the kind of musician on the level that 
I wanted to be, the kind of music I heard 
and understood. And I knew I wasn’t going 
to be sitting in a room studying scales. I 
just knew I wouldn’t be doing that kind of 
work,” he says, shaking his head. 

“I didn’t realize acting was going to be 
as hard. There’s much work to do that as 
well, but there’s some very specific skill- 
set you have to have to be a musician. And 
I just knew I wasn’t going to put in that 
work.” 

Ever since he was 10, he liked per¬ 
forming and putting in the work. In that 
first role, he played Templeton the Rat in 
“Charlotte’s Web.” 

His family moved often when he was a 
kid, as his parents were both pursuing ac¬ 
ademic degrees. His dad is a psychologist 
who earned his master’s at the University 
of Colorado Boulder and his Ph.D. at the 
University of Nebraska. 

“So he was moving around where he 


was getting money and scholarships and 
support,” says Cheadle. “I was an educa¬ 
tion brat. I wasn’t an Army brat. 

“Moving can have one of two different 
kinds of effects,” he says. “Either you can 
get kind of good at making friends again 
and jumping back out there. Or you can 
say, ‘Well, I have to count on ME.’ I was an 
extrovert, somebody who made friends 
easily and always found a way to make it 
work.” 

Both parents encouraged him in his 
passion for acting and drove him from 
Denver to California so Cheadle could 
study at CalArts in Valencia, about 40 
miles north of Los Angeles. “They (the 
professors at CalArts) wanted you to stay 
up there and learn what you were doing, 
and discouraged you from going to L.A. 
for auditions,” he recalls. 

But Cheadle’s friend, Jesse Borrego, 
was cast in “Fame,” and landed an agent 
who took on Cheadle as well. “She started 
sending me out on stuff over the sum¬ 
mer, and I started getting work, so once 
I came back to school I had a job and 
still went to school. Then it kind of 
happened,” he says. 

What ‘kind of happened’ was that 
Cheadle was to go on to star in four 
“Oceans” movies, two “Iron Man” 
films, the hits “Crash,” “Hotel 
Rwanda” and several high-rank¬ 
ing TV series. 

He’s back again for a new 
season as the loudmouth Mo 
in Showtime’s 10-part comedy 
“Black Monday.” The series is 
about the Wall Street crash of 
1987 and the excesses of the 
untamed ’80s. Cheadle plays a 
Wall Street trader now on the 
lam. 

“I’ve been very, very lucky, 
blessed to only do this to sup¬ 
port myself,” Cheadle muses. 

“I remember a couple times 
where I thought, ‘Ew, I don’t 
know ...’ I remember calling 
my mom one time and saying, 

‘I don’t know if I made the right 
choice.’ ” 


Slim odds of 
BTS touring 
North America 

From wire services 

It’s looking increasingly likely that the 
biggest tour of 2020 in North America 
— the BTS Map of the Soul trek — might 
need to be canceled or postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

As it stands, the trek is currently set to 
kick off with a two-night stand, April 25-26, 
in Santa Clara, Calif. — smack dab in the 
middle of the Northern California county 
that has been hardest hit by COVID-19. 

But basically every other major Bay 
Area concert originally scheduled for April 
has already been postponed, including 
dates with the Eagles, Celine Dion, Lauren 
Daigle and Billie Eilish, as officials try to 
limit people from gathering together. 

And BTS is a bigger deal than any of 
those concerts. Talk about a large gather¬ 
ing. The K-pop act’s two huge shows would 
collectively attract some 100,000 fans. 

Still, there has been no official word 
about these dates being changed. They are 
still listed on the band’s website, alongside 
all others on the tour. Tickets for the show 
(mainly re-sell ones at this point) are still 
available on Ticketmaster. 

Given what we’ve seen so far as the music 
industry reacts to COVID-19, it seems like¬ 
ly that BTS will follow the lead of other art¬ 
ists and postpone the whole spring North 
American tour, which also includes dates at 
the Rose Bowl Stadium in the Los Angeles 
area, Cotton Bowl Stadium in Dallas and 
Soldier Field in Chicago, among others. 

BTS — arguably the most popular band 
in the world — has already canceled sev¬ 
eral shows, originally scheduled for April, 
in its native South Korea due to concerns 
over COVID-19. 

Albert Uderzo, a creator of 
French hero Asterix, dies 

Albert Uderzo, one of the two creators of 
the beloved comic book character Asterix, 
who captured the spirit of the Gauls of yore 
and grew a reputation worldwide, died 
Tuesday. He was 92. 

The French press quoted family mem¬ 
bers as saying that Uderzo died of a heart 
attack in the Paris suburb of Neuilly. 

Asterix, portrayed as a short man always 
wearing a helmet with wings, was created 
in the early 1960s by Uderzo, an illustrator, 
and writer Rene Goscinny. The charac¬ 
ter lived in a village in Gaul, present-day 
France, resisting Roman conquerors, along 
with his plump, inseparable friend Obelix. 

After Goscinny’s death in 1977, Uderzo 
also took over the comic book’s writing 
duties. 

Other news 

■ Amazon is granting free streaming 
access to more than 40 children’s shows, 
including “Pete the Cat” and “If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie,” and select seasons of PBS 
Kids shows including “Arthur” and “Dan¬ 
iel Tiger’s Neighborhood.” The titles can 
be accessed with a valid Amazon account, 
which is free. The shows are available to 
customers worldwide. 

■ Celebrity Rosie O’Donnell’s streaming 
Broadway charity show on Sunday raised 
more than $600,000 for virus victims. 

■ Renowned jazz man Manu Dibango, 
to many the beloved “Papy Groove” who 
served as an inspiration and pioneer in his 
art, died in France on Tuesday after suf¬ 
fering from the coronavirus, his official 
Facebook page announced. He was 86. 
The saxophonist inspired what is known as 
“world music” in the 1970s with the song 
“Soul Makossa.” 
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For doctors’ 

By Nina Shapiro 

Special to The Washington Post 

T he numbers of cases, hospitaliza¬ 
tions and deaths from the new 
coronavirus are mind-blowing, 
even to the most seasoned health 
care professionals. Every day, we see the 
latest version of the upward curve, hop¬ 
ing to one day see it “flatten.” But it’s not 
going to happen today — and not tomor¬ 
row. We’ve seen images of college students 
flocking to beaches, mobs of people getting 
in their last night at Disney, crowds at air¬ 
ports, and tourists still hopping on cruise 
ships — all of which helps explain why it’s 
been so easy for this virus, which causes an 
illness known as COVID-19, to spread far 
and wide. But as a surgeon, when I see one 
patient, even a healthy one, I see a crowd 
bigger than in any photo you’ll see on any 
television news show or online. 

Health care providers have been ask¬ 
ing — no, begging — people to stay home 
while we go to work. As a pediatric otolar¬ 
yngologist (ear, nose and throat specialist), 

I primarily treat infants and children with 
ear infections, sleep and breathing issues 
due to tonsils and adenoids blocking the 
airway, and more urgent issues that take 
place in the hospital setting. These days, 
it’s the healthy kids coming in for minor 
surgery who worry me. 

One minor surgery (ear tubes) has 
morphed from one of the safest, most sat¬ 
isfying procedures on the planet to poten¬ 
tially one of the deadliest. This procedure 
is performed under something called “gen¬ 
eral mask anesthesia,” in which an infant 
or child inhales two anesthetic gases while 
being supported via a mask and bag venti¬ 
lation by an anesthesia specialist. 

The mask always fits snugly, but it is 
never a perfect fit. There is often a little 
bit of a leak of the child’s exhaled respira¬ 
tion that wafts out to the room. Normally, 
that’s no big deal. But these days, the pa¬ 
tient could be spreading respiratory drop- 


By Eli Lake 

Bloomberg Opinion 

I ranian President Hassan Rouhani 
did something unusual last week. In 
an open letter to the American peo¬ 
ple, he appealed to their conscience to 
end the sanctions against his country. 

The context, of course, was the coronavi¬ 
rus. The pandemic has closed schools, can¬ 
celed public ceremonies and suspended 
businesses, he wrote, and yet the sanctions 
on Iran remain. “Can the American people 
accept that these malicious pressures are 
brought to bear on the Iranian people in 
their name, as a result of their vote, and by 
the means of their taxes?” he asked. 

Rouhani’s public letter dovetails with 
his regime’s broader strategy since 2018, 
when President Donald Trump withdrew 
the U.S. from the Iran nuclear deal and re¬ 
imposed secondary sanctions on Iran’s oil. 
Iran has escalated its military pressure, 
while playing the victim. At the beginning 
of the year, the U.S. responded in kind, kill¬ 
ing the country’s most important general, 
Qassem Soleimani. 

With the outbreak of coronavirus in 
Iran, the country’s outlook is bleak. As of 
this writing, there were 20,610 cases in 
Iran, according to the Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity Coronavirus Resource Center. That 
number is probably low. As the Atlantic’s 
Graeme Wood has reported, estimates sug¬ 
gest Iran is facing more than half a million 
cases. Faced with such a huge public health 
crisis, Iran’s leaders are understandably 
pleading for economic relief. 


Those of us who treat 
children rarely wear 
white coats. Now we’re 
attending to children in 
our hazmat suits. They’re 
terrified. So are we. 


lets containing the deadly virus to a room 
full of people. Strike that. To millions of 
people. 

In the case of this virus, each infected 
individual has the potential to infect three 
other people — and each of them can 
spread it to three more: 3x3 = 9. Those 
nine can each spread it to three more: 9x3 
= 27. Those 27 can spread it to ... well, you 
get the point. Do this 13 times and you will 
get to more than 1 million. 

Last week, you could sense these virtual 
millions in my operating room, although 
there were just five of us caring for one pa¬ 
tient. Ear infections had made this toddler 
miserable, and medicine hadn’t helped. 

So even though this is ostensibly an 
“elective” procedure — the kind we’re now 
being advised to postpone — we decided to 
go ahead. We donned our protective gear, 
including N95 masks, surgical masks on 
top of those, eye protection, gowns and 
gloves. This is a major procedure in and 
of itself, even before the patient goes off to 
sleep. 

After the procedure, we doffed our gear. 
There is a method and precise order to this. 
It takes time and practice. Most people, 
health care workers included, get it wrong, 
and mistakes only act to spread the virus. 

And what about that distinction between 
“elective” and “necessary”? The difference 
isn’t always as clear as you might think. 

What about the child who’s up all night 
screaming, tormented by fevers caused by 


The problem is that even in Iran’s mo¬ 
ment of need, its regime remains aggres¬ 
sive and defiant, as Bloomberg’s Bobby 
Ghosh has noted. This month alone, Ira¬ 
nian proxies attacked a U.S. base in Iraq, 
the regime denied access to international 
nuclear inspectors in Iran and the com¬ 
mander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps suggested the virus might be 
a U.S. biological weapon. 

If Rouhani wants the U.S. to relieve 
the sanctions against his country, then 
the country’s supreme leader needs to 
end militia attacks on Americans in Iraq, 
allow U.N. inspectors access to all of the 
country’s nuclear sites and stop spreading 
propaganda about the virus. That is also 
the view of a senior State Department who 
spoke to me on Saturday. 

That said, the U.S. has tried to make it 
easier for the regime to purchase or trade 
for medicine and hospital equipment since 
the pandemic started. Last month, the U.S. 
and Swiss governments established a hu¬ 
manitarian aid channel to make it easier 
for banks and financial institutions to un¬ 
derwrite such transactions with Iran. The 
Iranians have not used it to make signifi¬ 
cant purchases. (The sanctions against 
Iran already include an exemption for hu¬ 
manitarian aid such as food and medicine, 
but banks shied away from it, fearing the 
aid could be diverted and expose their in¬ 
stitutions to fines and penalties from the 
Treasury Department.) 

The truth is that there is little anyone can 
do for Iran at the moment. Even if the oil 


ear infections? An ear-tube operation, a 
five-minute procedure, could relieve that. 
Helping that child could also put millions 
of people at risk from COVID-19. 

And what about the child who has horri¬ 
ble sleep problems, with snoring, gasping, 
coughing and choking all night? A tonsillec¬ 
tomy and adenoidectomy could relieve the 
child’s distress but put millions of people in 
danger. Surgeries in the mouth, including 
dental work, oral surgery and throat sur¬ 
gery, are considered especially risky. 

Cancer surgery is not elective, but even 
that is now up for debate. Here’s the cur¬ 
rent recommendation: If your cancer isn’t 
going to grow in the next 30 days, cancel 
your cancer surgery. These are indeed 
dark days. 

Now, many of us are wearing full-on 
protective gear in settings where we’d nor¬ 
mally wear traditional scrubs and maybe 
some cute clogs or a funky scrub hat or pin. 
Those of us who treat children rarely wear 
white coats, so as not to scare them. In fact, 
many of us wear bright clothes, silly ties 
or bright-colored shoes. Now we’re attend¬ 
ing to children in our hazmat suits. They’re 
terrified. So are we. 

Hospitals and clinics have limited sup¬ 
plies, so we are already rationing. We have 
been informed that when supplies run out, 
they won’t be replenished. So we’re cutting 
back on whom we see, who gets protection, 
who gets care and who has to wait. We look 
official in our gear. But don’t be fooled by 
the fancy goggles; we’re just as spooked as 
you are. 

Many folks have offered to help us. We 
are grateful. For those offering support to 
health care workers, we say this: We will 
go to work for you, but please stay at home 
for us. Think of the millions of people you 
can help by doing just that. 

Nina Shapiro is professor of otolaryngology at the 
University of California at Los Angeles and author 
of “Hype: A Doctor’s Guide to Medical Myths, 
Exaggerated Claims, and Bad Advice.” 


sanctions were lifted tomorrow, the price 
of oil has plummeted. The country’s main 
export will not yield very much revenue to 
help fight the pandemic. Even if it did, an 
infusion of cash would not fix the public 
health crisis for which Iran’s leaders were 
not prepared. 

Fred Kagan, an Iran policy expert at 
the American Enterprise Institute, told 
me he thinks it unlikely that Iran’s regime 
will collapse as a result of the coronavirus. 
Nonetheless, he thinks the possibility is 
greater today than it was before the out¬ 
break. Members of the military and inter¬ 
nal security militias might choose to stay 
home and care for sick relatives, he said, 
than do the violence necessary to disperse 
restless crowds if protests begin anew. 

As for lifting U.S. sanctions on Iran, 
Kagan says that would be pointless to dis¬ 
cuss now. “When the Iranian government 
actually articulates a coherent set of needs, 
we can have a sensible conversation about 
what the U.S. should do,” he said. “They 
have not done that.” 

In his open letter to the American people, 
Rouhani notes that “the path of sanctions 
and pressure has never been successful and 
will never be so in the future.” Instead, he 
writes, “It is human discourse and action 
that produce results.” That much is true. 
Rouhani should try leading by example. 

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist 
covering national security and foreign policy. He 
was the senior national security correspondent 
for the Daily Beast and covered national security 
and intelligence for The Washington Times, the 
New York Sun and UPI. 


Coronavirus is not a reason to lift Iran sanctions 
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OPINION_ 

Trump again reticent to defer to experts 



By Aaron Blake 

The Washington Post 

O ver the past 24 hours or so, 
President Donald Trump has 
signaled a desire to reopen the 
American economy despite the 
accelerating spread of coronavirus. He’s 
suggested that he might reverse strict 
measures instituted over the past week- 
plus sooner rather than later. 

And on Monday night, he indicated that 
he won’t necessarily be dissuaded from 
that course by doctors. 

At the daily White House press briefing, 
Trump repeatedly alluded to the idea that 
the United States needs to avoid letting the 
coronavirus destroy the economy and sug¬ 
gested that the virus could be dealt with 
at the same time that certain parts of the 
economy are restarted. 

“We’re going to be opening our country 
up for business, because our country was 
meant to be open,” Trump said. He added 
at another point that he thought he would 
be opening things up in weeks rather than 
months. 

Trump repeatedly said that the United 
States “can do two things at one time.” He 
added that certain “parts of our country 
are very lightly effected” and named states 
with comparatively few cases. 

Perhaps Trump’s most illustrative com¬ 
ments, though, came when he was asked 
whether this was something that the medi¬ 
cal professionals around him had signed 
off on. Trump said he consults with those 
experts, including Anthony Fauci — the 
director of the National Institute of Aller¬ 
gy and Infectious Diseases and a member 
of the president’s coronavirus task force 
— who was absent from the briefing after 
offering comments somewhat critical of 
Trump in an interview released Sunday 
night, and Deborah Birx, a member of the 
task force who was at the briefing. 

But he suggested that what the doctors 
want might be too onerous. 


“If it were up to the doctors, they may 
say: ‘Let’s keep it shut down. Let’s shut 
down the entire world’ — because, again, 
you’re up to almost 150 countries [with 
coronavirus cases] — ‘so let’s shut down 
the entire world. And when we shut it 
down, that would be wonderful. And let’s 
keep it shut for a couple of years,”’ Trump 
said, adding: “You know, you can’t do that. 
And you can’t do that with a country — es¬ 
pecially the No. 1 economy in the world, by 
far.” 

Pressed on why, Trump said because “it 
causes bigger problems than the original.” 

Trump was asked again whether any of 
the doctors on his team had endorsed this 
approach, and he said they hadn’t. 

“Not endorsed. We talked together, and I 
think they’re OK with it, and I’m OK with 
it,” Trump said. “But this could be a much 
bigger problem. This could create a much 
bigger problem than the problem that you 
start off with.” 

Another revealing exchange on this point 
came when Birx was asked about Trump’s 
claim that he thought the doctors “were OK 
with it.” Birx declined to directly respond. 

“What the president has asked to do is to 
assemble all the data and give him our best 
medical recommendation based on all the 
data,” Birx said. “That’s what he’s asked us 
to do.” 

When Birx was pressed on whether 
she’d be OK with reopening business as 
usual after the current 15-day period ends 
a week from now, she said, “I don’t like to 
— I will never speculate on data. I will have 
to see the data to really understand.” 

Pressed on whether he’ll take Fauci’s 
recommendation on continuing restric¬ 
tions, Trump was again noncommittal: “I 
would certainly — he’s very important to 
me, and we’ll be listening to him. I’ll be lis¬ 
tening to Deborah, who you just spoke to. 
I’ll be listening to other experts. We have a 
lot of people that are very good at this. And 
ultimately, it’s a balancing act.” 

To a large extent, Trump is right. Every 


president has to take the advice of the ex¬ 
perts around him and make his own deci¬ 
sions about areas in which he may not be 
an expert. But Trump has consistently 
offered a much more optimistic tone on 
the coronavirus than those same experts. 
And the strict measures used to contain 
coronavirus have been hailed — includ¬ 
ing by Trump — as necessary to prevent a 
public health crisis in which hospitals are 
overwhelmed with patients and the system 
breaks down. 

In other words, there is significant rea¬ 
son to believe Trump may not fully ap¬ 
preciate the scope of the potential fallout, 
especially given his repeated comments 
downplaying the threat before that posture 
was abandoned a week ago. 

Trump from the start has signaled that 


he’s as much or more concerned about the 
stock market and the economy, and the 
economy is a legitimate concern. What 
Monday’s briefing drove home, though, 
is that Trump won’t necessarily be defer¬ 
ring to his medical professionals when he 
makes that life-or-death decision. And to 
hear the lack of expressed support from 
Birx and Trump’s carefully worded com¬ 
ments about how Fauci feels really says 
it all when it comes to who’s backing this 
move. 

Trump’s comments about how doctors 
would want to “shut down the entire world” 
also suggest Trump’s long-standing skepti¬ 
cism of experts certainly applies here. 

Aaron Blake covers national politics for The 
Washington Post and writes regularly for the blog 
The Fix. 


Impeachment hurt Trump’s response to coronavirus 


We entered a crisis that demanded national unity as 
a fractured and bitter people. It didn’t have to be that 
way, but more than three years of a refusal to accept 
that Trump had fairly won the election made it so. 


By Henry Olsen 
The Washington Post 

P resident Donald Trump has been 
roundly criticized for allegedly 
failing to prepare for the corona¬ 
virus crisis before it arrived in the 
United States. Those critics conveniently 
overlook something else that could have 
been distracting the president’s attention 
during that crucial period: impeachment. 

It seems forever ago, but Trump’s im¬ 
peachment was the major story in Janu¬ 
ary and early February — the same time 
that disease was forcing China to lock 
down cities. Despite the near certainty 
that Republicans would not vote to convict 
the president, Democrats and most of the 
major media were almost entirely focused 
on impeachment. As a result, the White 
House was focused on addressing this 
threat to its survival, not on preparing for 
a threat from China that might never even 
materialize. 

Trump’s efforts to prepare the nation for 
this pandemic have been far from perfect, 
but the one thing the president did do to 
stop the virus’s spread to the United States 
during that period — stopping air travel 
from China — was heavily criticized. Even 
former Vice President Joe Biden criticized 
the president’s ban as “hysterical xenopho¬ 
bia.” At the time, partisan vituperation had 
reached a fever pitch because of impeach¬ 
ment. Given that impeachment managers 
were regularly calling Trump a king or in¬ 
cipient dictator, a more forceful response 


against the virus in January or early Feb¬ 
ruary likely wouldn’t have gone over well. 

In fact, the situation could be even worse 
today had the Democrats gotten their way. 
Imagine if Republicans had buckled under 
the pressure and backed the Democratic 
move to subpoena witnesses. The Senate 
would have spent most of February inter¬ 
viewing witnesses in depositions and prob¬ 
ably fighting in court to force recalcitrant 
witnesses to testify. It’s extremely unlikely 
that the matter would have been over by 
the end of the month, yet the markets start¬ 
ed to decline on Feb. 24 as it became clear 
that Europe and the United States would 
not avoid the virus’s spread. Would the 
House Democrats have suspended their 
attempt to remove the president at this 
crucial time, or would they have redoubled 
their efforts instead? 

Impeachment’s lingering stain is damag¬ 
ing the country even today. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and the president 
have not spoken during this crisis, nor 
will they. Their hatred is deep and mu¬ 
tual, and impeachment made their breach 
irreparable. 


The fact is that four years of irrational 
Trump hatred has brought us to the point 
where any action he takes is subject to crit¬ 
icism. Had he acted decisively in Febru¬ 
ary when he had time, many surely would 
have accused him of manufacturing a 
crisis to distract the public from impeach¬ 
ment. Now that we are suffering from that 
month’s relative inaction, he is attacked 
for failing to act in advance. Damned if he 
does, damned if he doesn’t. 

This latter point gets overlooked in 
the discussion over Trump’s purported 
failures. No European leader stockpiled 
COVID-19 tests or ordered ventilators and 
masks in preparation for the worst. Yes, 
Trump might have played down the cri¬ 
sis in rhetoric, but when it comes to actual 
policy, the sainted Canadian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Justin Trudeau prepared his country 
no better than Trump prepared the Unit¬ 
ed States. The rational analyst sees these 
facts and notes that it is extraordinarily 
difficult for politicians to foresee an event 
unprecedented in modern times and act 
accordingly. But Trump-phobia, of which 
impeachment was only the most obvious 


symptom, prevents too many from seeing 
the obvious even now. 

This must end if we are to get through 
the present crisis. The #Resistance has 
made “not my president” its slogan for 
years. Well, like it or not, he is the presi¬ 
dent, and barring death or incapacitation 
will remain so for the crisis’s duration. 
Criticizing Trump’s actions is appropri¬ 
ate, but the hyper-partisanship that views 
any act that he could possibly take as pre¬ 
sumptively tainted and wrong must end if 
we are to come together as one nation and 
fight this battle together. 

The failed impeachment effort, however, 
has made this highly unlikely. People who 
just a month ago had been whipped into a 
frenzy over Trump’s supposed dictatorial 
tendencies will find it hard to suddenly be 
willing to trust him as the crisis demands a 
degree of federal action not seen since the 
1930s and 1940s. We entered a crisis that 
demanded national unity as a fractured 
and bitter people. It didn’t have to be that 
way, but more than three years of a refusal 
to accept that Trump had fairly won the 
election — a period of willful denial that 
culminated in impeachment — made it so. 

Impeachment advocates once implored 
Trump defenders to put “country over 
party.” Now that the country is really under 
assault, it’s imperative that they heed their 
own advice. 

Henry Olsen is a Washington Post columnist and a 
senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center. 
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Deals 


Monday’s transactions 


American League 

BOSTON REDSOX - Acquired C Jhonny 
Pereda from Chicago Cubs. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Selected the 
contract of LHP Ryan Buchter from Salt 
Lake Bees (PCL). Designated RHP Taylor 
Cole for assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with S Chris Banjo and DL Jona¬ 
than Bullard on one-year contracts. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Re-signed CB 
Torry McTyer. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
K Stephen Gostkowski. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Agreed t 
terms with S D.J. Swearinger on a one 
year contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Re-signed 
DL Ronald Blair to a one-year contract. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-Signed 
DT Caleb Brantley. Signed S Sean Da¬ 
vis and TE Logan Thomas. Released CB 
Breon Borders, CB Dee Delaney, CB Coty 
Sensabaugh, CB Kayvon Webster and S 
Montae Nicholson. Released DB Kayvon 
Webster. 


HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed G 
Connor Ingram to a three-year contract. 
SOCCER 

U.S. SOCCER FEDERATION - Named 
William Wilson chief executive officer 
and secretary general, effective March 
30. 


COLLEGE 

BROWN UNIVERSITY - Announced the 
resignation of women’s basketball head 
coach Sarah Behn. 

UAALBANY — Announced the addition 
of Jordan Orlovsky, Peter Davila, Bobby 
Johnson III and Nick Brace to the football 
coaching staff. 


Pro football 


Panthers make more moves at QB 

Carolina adds XFL’s Walker, trades Allen 


Matt Patterson/AP 

Quarterback RJ. Walker, one of the stars of the XFL and a leading 
MVP candidate, agreed to a contract with the Carolina Panthers. 


By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
Panthers are making more 
changes at quarterback. 

Carolina has agreed to terms 
on a two-year contract with for¬ 
mer XFL quarterback P. J. Walk¬ 
er of the Houston Roughnecks, a 
person familiar with the situation 
told The Associated Press. 

The person spoke on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity Monday be¬ 
cause the moves have not been 
announced by the team since 
the players have yet to pass 
physicals. 

The decision to add Walker 
prompted the Panthers to trade 
Kyle Allen to the Redskins, ac¬ 
cording to a person with knowl¬ 
edge of the move. That deal also 
had not been announced. Allen 
went 5-7 as a starter last season 
with 23 turnovers and 17 touch¬ 
down passes. 

The Panthers also announced 
Monday the previously reported 
signings of three unrestricted 
free agents — linebacker Tahir 
Whitehead from the Raiders, de¬ 
fensive end Stephen Weatherly 
from the Vikings and offensive 
lineman John Miller from the 
Bengals. 

The Panthers have made major 
changes to their QB room. 

Teddy Bridgewater agreed to a 
three-year, $63 million contract 


last week to replace Cam Newton, 
who was given permission by the 
team to seek a trade. If Newton 
isn’t traded, the team is expected 
to release him and free up $19 
million under the salary cap. 

So far the Panthers haven’t of¬ 
ficially announced they’ve signed 
Bridgewater — or released New¬ 
ton, the 2015 MVP. 

However, after Bridgewater 
posted on Twitter what appeared 
to be a photo of him signing a con¬ 
tract, Newton followed by posting 
on Instagram a video of himself 
working out late Monday night 
saying, “I’m hungry now. Hun¬ 
grier. I’m unemployed. ... you 
want me to cry? I’m just gonna 
work.” 

With Allen gone and Newton on 
the way out, the only returning 
QB is Will Grier, a third-round 
pick who went 0-2 as a starter as 
a rookie. 

Walker joined the Panthers on 
the first day that XFL players 
were allowed to sign with NFL 
teams. 

Both Walker and Whitehead 
played at Temple under new Pan¬ 
thers coach Matt Rhule. 

The 25-year-old Walker was 
one of the stars of the XFL and a 
leading MVP candidate, throwing 
for 1,338 yards with 15 touchdown 
passes and four interceptions 
while leading the Roughnecks to 
a 5-0 record before the league 
canceled its season because of the 


coronavirus outbreak. 

While playing under Rhule at 
Temple, Walker threw for 10,668 
yards in four seasons with 74 
touchdowns and 44 interceptions. 
He has spent parts of the past 
three seasons on the Colts prac¬ 
tice squad, but has never played a 
regular-season down in the NFL. 

Whitehead is a more proven 


player. He’s played 125 games 
with 87 starts and has 633 tack¬ 
les and five interceptions. He has 
started 63 games over the past 
four seasons with the Lions and 
Raiders. Whitehead had 108 tack¬ 
les for the Raiders last year. 

He could help mitigate the loss 
of linebacker Luke Kuechly, who 
retired earlier this offseason. 



NFL calendar 


April 17 — Deadline for restricted free 
agents to sign offer sheets. 

April 23-25 - NFL Draft, Las Vegas. 
May 19, 2020 — Spring owners meet¬ 
ing, Marina del Rey, California. 

Late July — Training camps open. 

Aug. 6 — Hall of Fame game, Canton, 
Ohio. 


Aug. 8 — Hall of Fame inductions. Can¬ 
ton, Ohio. 

Sept. 5 — Final roster cutdown to 53. 

Sept. 10 — Kickoff game to open regu¬ 
lar season. 

Sept. 13 — First full regular-season 
schedule. 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 


TBA — Opening day, active rosters r< 
duced to 26 players. 

June 3-4 — Owners meeting, New 
York. 

June 10-12 — Amateur draft, Omaha, 
Neb. 

June 13-14 — Chicago Cubs vs. St. Lou¬ 
is at London. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 10 — Deadline for drafted players 
to sign, except for players who have ex¬ 
hausted college eligibility. 

July 14 — All-Star Game at Los Ange¬ 
les. 

July 26 — Hall of Fame induction, Coo- 
perstown, N.Y. 

July 31 — Last day during the season 
to trade a player. 

Aug. 13 — New York Yankees vs. C 
cago White Sox at Dyersville, Iowa. 

Aug. 23 — Boston vs. Baltimore at Wil¬ 


liamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 28 
players. 

Sept. 29-30 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 20 — World Series starts. 

October TBA — Trading resumes, day 
after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2021 contracts to unsigned players on 
their 40-man rosters. 


Briefs 

Cowboys C Frederick retires, cites play 


Associated Press 

Travis Frederick said he 
thought he played well at center 
for the Dallas Cowboys after re¬ 
turning from a nerve disorder 
that sidelined him for an entire 
season. 

The 2016 All-Pro made it clear 
Monday it wasn’t good enough. 

Frederick retired from the 
NFL at 29, saying he “could no 
longer perform at my highest 
level” even though he went to his 
fifth Pro Bowl in his only season 
after recovering from Guillian- 
Barre syndrome. 

“Each day, I faced a struggle: 
I could no longer perform at my 
highest level,” Frederick wrote in 
a long statement posted on Twit¬ 
ter and released by the team. 
“Playing ‘well’ is not what I ex¬ 
pect of myself and not what my 
teammates deserve. Because of 
this, I know my days as a football 
player are done.“ 

A first-round pick seven years 
ago, Frederick missed all of 2018 
after getting diagnosed with the 
auto-immune disease during 
training camp. 

“I spent much of that year 
thinking about both the past and 
future,” Frederick said. “I real¬ 
ized how fortunate I was to play 
a game for a living. I realized how 
fortunate I was to make friends 


and become teammates with 
some great men. Most of all, I 
realized the importance of my 
family and how much I want to be 
there for their peaks and valleys 
as they were for me.” 

Giants reach deals with 
RB Lewis, WR Coleman 

The New York Giants have 
reached agreements on one-year 
contracts with running back Dion 
Lewis and wide receiver Corey 
Coleman. 

Lewis spent the past two sea¬ 
sons with the Tennessee Titans. 
He was released earlier this 
month in a salary-cap move. Play¬ 
ing behind Derrick Henry, he 
carried 54 times for 209 yards. 

Previously, Lewis played three 
seasons in New England and his 
first two with Philadelphia. 

Lewis has rushed for 2,310 
yards and 11 touchdowns and 
caught 172 passes for 1,281 yards 
and seven scores in his seven 
seasons. 

Coleman missed all of 2019 
with a knee injury sustained in 
training camp. He was a 2016 
first-round draft choice by the 
Cleveland Browns. He joined the 
Giants in October 2018 and played 
in eight games with one start. 


Seahawks acquire CB 
Dunbar from Redskins 

RENTON, Wash.—The Seattle 
Seahawks have finally addressed 
one of their defensive needs. No, 
it had nothing to do Jadeveon 
Clowney or the pass rush. 

Seattle landed some needed 
depth in the secondary by acquir¬ 
ing cornerback Quinton Dunbar 
from the Washington Redskins 
for a fifth-round pick Monday, 
according to a person with knowl¬ 
edge of the move. 

The person spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on the condition of 
anonymity because the deal had 
not been announced. ESPN first 
reported the trade. 

The move could end up being 
another trade steal for John Sch¬ 
neider and the Seahawks as they 
attempt to upgrade the secondary. 
Seattle had a need for cornerback 
depth and Dunbar should instant¬ 
ly jump into the competition as a 
potential starter. 

Dunbar had a career-best four 
interceptions last season for the 
Redskins. He has started 17 of 
the past 18 games he’s played 
for Washington. He missed five 
games last season with a ham¬ 
string injury and made it clear he 
wanted to play somewhere other 


than Washington for the upcom¬ 
ing season. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Patriots said goodbye 
to another longtime staple of 
their two-decade run of cham¬ 
pionships, releasing kicker and 
franchise-leading scorer Stephen 
Gostkowski. 

The three-time Super Bowl 
champion has spent his entire 14- 
year career in New England. 

Meanwhile, Brian Hoyer is re¬ 
turning to the Patriots for a third 
time. 

In Hoyer, the Patriots add a 
veteran quarterback who is fa¬ 
miliar with their system. The 34- 
year-old began his career as Tom 
Brady’s backup in 2009 and has 
spent time with seven NFL teams 
during his 11-year career. 

■ Case Keenum officially 
signed his three-year, $18 million 
contract Tuesday with the Cleve¬ 
land Browns, who are bring¬ 
ing him in to help mentor Baker 
Mayfield while also giving new 
coach Kevin Stefanski a security 
blanket in case things don’t go as 
planned. 

■ Cornerback Jimmy Smith 
has signed a one-year contract 
with the Ravens, who kept their 
secondary intact by extending 
his stay in Baltimore to a full 
decade. 
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OLYMPICS 


Timeline of the debate to postpone the games 



A countdown display for the Olympics is shown Tuesday in Tokyo. Later in the day, the 
games were postponed until 2021 because of the coronavirus outbreak. 

Games: Olympics delayed a year 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland — How the debate over 
postponing the 2020 Tokyo Olympics changed this 
year during the coronavirus outbreak: 

Jan 11: "We are aware of the reports on the 
outbreak of pneumonia in Wuhan. As it stands, the 
WHO (World Health Organization) have indicated that 
the Chinese authorities have confirmed that SARS and 
MERS Coronaviruses have been ruled out, and that 
there is no convincing evidence of human to human 
transmission.” — IOC statement about an Olympic 
boxing qualifying tournament scheduled in Wuhan. 

Feb 15: “Certainly the advice we've received ex¬ 
ternally from the WHO is that there’s no case for any 
contingency plans or canceling the games or moving 
the games." — John Coates, head of IOC inspection 
team for 2020 Olympics, at a news conference in 
Tokyo. 

Feb 18: “Way too far away" (to advise on chang¬ 
ing Tokyo Olympics plans). — WHO emergencies 
program director Mike Ryan. 

Feb 25: “You could certainly go to two months 
out if you had to" (before postponing the July 24-Aug. 
9 games). — IOC senior member Dick Pound in an 
interview with the Associated Press. 

“This is the new war and you have to face it. In 
and around that time, I’d say folks are going to have 
to ask, ‘Is this under sufficient control that we can be 
confident about going to Tokyo, or not?'” — Pound. 

“All indications are at this stage that it will be 
business as usual. So keep focused on your sport and 
be sure that the IOC is not going to send you into a 
pandemic situation.” — Pound. 

“It’s a big, big, big decision and you just can’t take 
it until you have reliable facts on which to base it. 
There’s so many moving parts, so many countries and 
different seasons, and competitive seasons, and televi¬ 
sion seasons. You can’t just say, we'll do it in October." 

— Pound. 

Feb 27: “For the time being, the situation of the 
coronavirus infection is, admittedly, difficult to predict, 
but we will take measures such that we’ll have a safe 
Olympic and Paralympic Games." — Tokyo organizing 
committee CEO Toshiro Muto. 

Feb 28: “The preparations ... are continuing 
with a view to having successful Olympic Games this 
summer in Tokyo and to reassure the athletes and to 
encourage them to go ahead full steam with regard to 
their training and their preparations for what we expect 
to be very successful Olympic Games." — IOC presi¬ 
dent Thomas Bach in a call with Japanese media. 

“I’m not ready to add fuel to the flames of specula¬ 
tion there in any way. It is about now, not about 
speculation.” — Bach 

March 3: “We are going to have the games on the 
24th of July,” — IOC spokesman Mark Adams after 
first day of an executive board meeting. 

March 4: “Neither the word cancellation nor the 
word postponement was even mentioned.” — Bach at 
news conference after the board meeting. 

“I will not take part in any way of such kind of mere 
speculations.” — Bach, when asked if WHO declaring 
a pandemic would change the IOC’s position. (WHO 
declared a pandemic on March 11) 

March 12: “I would say maybe they postpone 
it for a year. I like that better than having empty 
stadiums all over the place.” — US President Donald 
Trump at the White House. 

March 13: “The IOC and the organizing commit¬ 
tee are not considering cancellation or a postponement 

— absolutely not at all." — Japan’s Olympic minister 
Seiko Hashimoto at a news conference in Tokyo. 

March 13: “All Lausanne staff will work from 
home starting Monday, March 16 until further notice, 
with the exception of some essential functions. It has 
been decided to close The (Olympic) Museum from 


Monday ... for two weeks.” — IOC statement. 

March 17: “The IOC remains fully committed to 
the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020, and with more than 
four months to go before the games, there is no need 
for any drastic decisions at this stage; and any specu¬ 
lation at this moment would be counterproductive." 

— IOC statement after conference calls with Olympic 
sports governing bodies. 

“The IOC encourages all athletes to continue to 
prepare for the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 as best 
they can.” — IOC statement. 

“I think the IOC insisting this will move ahead, 
with such conviction, is insensitive and irresponsible 
given the state of humanity." — IOC member Hayley 
Wickenheiser, a four-time Olympic ice hockey gold 
medalist. 

March 18: “We will keep acting in a responsible 
way in the interests of the athlete.” — Bach after a 
conference call with athletes representing national 
Olympic committees. 

“I’m sorry Mr Bach, but this is tone deaf. The 
instinct to keep safe (not to mention obey government 
instructions to lock down) is not compatible with ath¬ 
lete training, travel and focus that a looming Olympics 
demands of athletes, spectators organisers etc. Keep 
them safe. Call it off.” — Matthew Pinsent, 4-time 
Olympic gold medalist in rowing. 

March 19: “We are not living in a bubble or on 
another planet. Of course we are considering differ¬ 
ent scenarios." — Bach in interview with New York 
Times. 

“We also have seen athletes are very creative to 
bridge this gap for training at home and other training 
methods. It is a unique exceptional situation, which 
requires exceptional solutions.” — Bach to the New 
York Times. 

“The most infuriating part of this whole thing is it 
feels like the IOC is going to do what they want, re¬ 
gardless of what the athletes think." — Sandi Morris, 
Olympic silver medalist in pole vault. 

March 20: "We’d concur with them to say we 
need more expert advice than we have today. And we 
don’t have to make a decision. The games are four 
months from now.” — Susanne Lyons, chairman of 
the US Olympic and Paralympic Committee. 

March 22: "There is a dramatic increase in cases 
and new outbreaks of COVID-19 in different countries 
on different continents. This led the (board) to the 
conclusion that the IOC needs to take the next step 
in its scenario-planning.” — IOC statement after an 
emergency board meeting. 

“The IOC will, in full coordination and partner¬ 
ship with the Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee, 
the Japanese authorities and the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government, start detailed discussions to complete its 
assessment of the rapid development of the worldwide 
health situation and its impact on the Olympic Games, 
including the scenario of postponement. The IOC is 
confident that it will have finalised these discussions 
within the next four weeks.” — IOC statement. 

March 23: "It’s clear the games can’t be held in 
July.” — Ian Chesterman, leader of Australia’s Olympic 
team, telling athletes to prepare for the Tokyo Games 
in 2021. 

“The games are not going to start on July 24, that 
much I know.” — IOC member Dick Pound, in an 
interview with USA Today. 

March 24: "President Bach said he will agree 
‘100%,’ and we agreed to hold the Tokyo Olympics 
and Paralympics in the summer of 2021 at the latest. 
In order to hold the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics 
in a complete form as a proof of a victory by human 
beings against the coronavirus infections.” — Japan 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. 

— Associated Press 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Other Olympics — 1916, 1940 and 1944 
— have been canceled because of war, 
but none have ever been postponed for 
any reason, let alone a renegade virus 
that has accounted for more than 375,000 
cases worldwide, with numbers growing 
exponentially. The Tokyo Games will still 
be called the 2020 Olympics, even though 
they will be held in 2021. 

“The leaders agreed that the Olympic 
Games in Tokyo could stand as a beacon of 
hope,” the IOC said in a statement. 

The decision offers a sense of relief for 
athletes, who no longer have to press for¬ 
ward with training under near-impossible 
conditions, unsure of when, exactly, they 
need to be ready — and for what. 

“Thankful to finally have some clarity 
regarding The Olympic Games. A huge de¬ 
cision but I think the right one for sure,” 
British sprinter Adam Gemili said on Twit¬ 
ter. “Time to regain, look after each other 
during this difficult period and go again 
when the time is right!” 

One reason the IOC took longer to make 
the decision was because it wanted to fig¬ 
ure out logistics. It will be a daunting chal¬ 
lenge. Many of the arenas, stadiums and 
hotels are under contract for a games held 
from July 24-Aug. 7. Remaking those ar¬ 
rangements is doable, but will come at a 
cost. Tokyo has already spent a reported 
$28 billion to stage the games. 

There’s also the matter of the interna¬ 
tional sports schedule. Virtually all 33 
sports on the Olympic program have key 
events, including world championships, on 
the docket for 2021. Perhaps the best ex¬ 
ample of what a disruption this can cause 
would come from track. Famous Hayward 
Field at the University of Oregon was re¬ 
built and expanded at a cost of $200 million 
to hold next year’s world championships. 


Now that event could be postponed, can¬ 
celed or see its stature greatly diminished 
if it’s run within months of a rescheduled 
Olympics. 

“A lot can happen in one year, so we have 
to think about what we have to do,” said 
Toshiro Muto, the CEO of the organizing 
committee. “The decision came upon us all 
of a sudden.” 

But for weeks, it was becoming increas¬ 
ingly clear that pressing on with a July 24 
starting date was no longer a choice. 

Virtually every sport across the globe 
has suspended play in the wake of the pan¬ 
demic. The worldwide economy is faltering 
and people are increasingly being told it’s 
not safe to congregate in large groups or, 
in some cases, even to leave their houses. 
Gyms are closed across America. Holding 
Olympic trials in a matter of months was 
becoming a virtual impossibility. 

Olympic committees in Canada and 
Australia were saying they either would 
not, or could not, send a team to Tokyo in 
July. World Athletics and the three biggest 
sports in the United States — swimming, 
track and gymnastics — were calling for a 
postponement. 

As recently as Sunday, the IOC was say¬ 
ing it would take up to four weeks to reach 
a decision. Four weeks ended up being two 
days. 

The decision came only a few hours after 
local organizers said the torch relay would 
start as planned on Thursday. It was ex¬ 
pected to start in northeastern Fukushima 
prefecture, but with no torch, no torchbear- 
ers and no public. 

Those plans also changed. 

The flame will be stored and displayed 
in Fukushima. Like everything else in the 
Olympic world, its next move will be deter¬ 
mined at a later date. 

Wade and Yamaguchi reported from Tokyo. 
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Dayton duo: Toppin, Grant sweep awards 


Sophomore forward is named AP’s top 
men's player, Grant is coach of the year 



John Minchillo/AP 


Dayton sophomore forward Obi Toppin dunks against North Texas on Dec. 17. Toppin, who averaged 
31.7 points and 7.5 rebounds this season, was named the AP men’s player of the year. 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated. Press 

Obi Toppin and Anthony Grant 
spent the season transforming 
Dayton from an unranked team 
that wasn’t even picked to win its 
conference into one of the nation’s 
best, complete with the most wins 
in program history. 

The pair behind the Flyers’ 
remarkable rise claimed The 
Associated Press’ top individual 
honors: Toppin is the men’s col¬ 
lege basketball player of the year 
and Grant is the coach of the 
year. 

“Our team is very appreciative 
of what we accomplished,” Top¬ 
pin told the AP, “just because we 
made history at our school.” 

Indeed. Dayton (29-2) went 
from being picked to finish third 
in the Atlantic 10 to No. 3 in the 
final Top 25 poll, matching the 
program’s best poll finish, first 
set in 1956. The Flyers went un¬ 
beaten in league play and in road 
games, leaving them positioned 
to claim a No. 1 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament that was canceled 
amid concerns about the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

Now Dayton has its first win¬ 
ners of the AP’s top awards, join¬ 
ing St. Joseph’s in 2004 (with 
Jameer Nelson and coach Phil 
Martelli) as the only programs in 
the past 40 seasons to claim both 
in the same year. 

“In the 31 games that we 
played, our guys did a heck of 
a job of playing consistent and 
taking advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunities that were in front of us,” 
Grant said. “What we did accom¬ 
plish in the shortened season is 
something I think that hopefully 
will be remembered.” 

The 6-foot-9,220-pound Toppin 
followed his unanimous selection 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Dayton’s Obi Toppin appeared 
on 34 of 65 ballots from Top 25 
voters, followed by Iowa junior 
Luke Garza with 24 votes, Fellow 
All-Americans Markus Howard of 
Marquette, Payton Pritchard of 
Oregon and Udoka Azubuike of 
Kansas split the remaining votes. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

to the AP All-America first team 
by appearing on 34 of 65 ballots 
from Top 25 voters, who submit¬ 
ted ballots after the cancellation 
of the NCAA Tournament. 

Iowa junior Luka Garza was 
second in the balloting, earn¬ 
ing 24 votes after averaging 23.9 
points and 9.8 rebounds for the 
Hawkeyes. Fellow All-Americans 
Markus Howard of Marquette, 
Payton Pritchard of Oregon and 
Udoka Azubuike of Kansas split 
the remaining votes. 

It wasn’t that long ago that Top¬ 
pin was a 6-foot-2 high school ju¬ 
nior who had never dunked in a 
game and then a senior lacking 
any Division I scholarship offers, 
sending him to prep school before 
ending up at Dayton. But he has 
blossomed as a redshirt sopho¬ 
more into an efficient scorer who 
made regular appearances on TV 
highlight reels with high-flying 
dunks. 

He averaged 20 points and 7.5 
rebounds while shooting 63% 
from the field and 39% from 
three-point range, leading a 
season-long surge by the Flyers 
that rallied a community shaken 
by devastating tornadoes and a 
deadly mass shooting in the past 
year. 

Dayton grabbed national at¬ 
tention early, taking Kansas to 


overtime in a loss in the Maui 
Invitational championship game. 
The Flyers’ only other loss came 
in December on a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer in overtime against 
Colorado. Dayton had won 20 
straight games when the season 
ended. 

“Honestly, if you had asked me, 
I swear we could’ve won a nation¬ 
al championship and our team 


was so ready to play in the tour¬ 
nament,” Toppin said. “We were 
so locked in. But because of this 
virus, things happened. It’s just 
going to be a what-if for the rest of 
our lives, but it’s something we’re 
going to have to live with.” 

Grant earned 30 of 65 votes 
to claim the AP coaching award 
in his third season at his alma 
mater. Baylor’s Scott Drew, who 


guided the Bears to a 23-game 
winning streak and five weeks at 
No. 1, was second with 13 votes. 

San Diego State’s Brian Dutch- 
er was third with 12 votes after 
leading the Aztecs to a 26-0 start, 
followed by Florida State’s Leon¬ 
ard Hamilton — who earned six 
votes after leading the Seminoles 
to their first-ever Atlantic Coast 
Conference regular-season title. 


Oregon’s Ionescu unanimous choice for top women’s player 


By Doug Feinberg 

Associated Press 

Sabrina Ionescu capped off a unprecedented col¬ 
lege career by entering an exclusive club. 

Oregon’s star guard was the unanimous choice 
Monday as The Associated Press women’s basket¬ 
ball player of the year, receiving all 30 votes from 
the national media panel that selects the Top 25 each 
week during the season. Since the award was first 
given in 1995, the only other player to receive all the 
votes is former UConn star Breanna Stewart. 

“That’s pretty crazy. Someone I look up to and 
have a good relationship with,” Ionescu said. “To be 
in that class with her is an honor.” 

Ionescu, who was only the eighth player to earn 
AP All-American honors three times, shattered the 
NCAA career triple-double mark and became the 
first player in college history to have 2,000 points, 
1,000 rebounds and 1,000 assists. 

“Sabrina is a transcendent basketball player,” Or¬ 
egon head coach Kelly Graves said. “There’s really 
Oregon guard Sabrina Ionescu celebrates a three-pointer in a Jan. nothing that she couldn’t do on the court. She was 
16 game against Stanford. She was the unanimous choice Monday the ultimate leader.” 

as the Associated Press women’s basketball player of the year. Ioenscu came back for her senior season, saying 



she had unfinished business and hopes of winning 
an NCAA title. She averaged 17.5 points, 9.1 assists 
and 8.6 rebounds this season as well as having eight 
of her 26 career triple-doubles. 

She helped the Ducks win the Pac-12 regular 
season and tournament titles. The native of Walnut 
Creek, Calif., was honored as the conference’s most 
outstanding player of the tournament and regular 
season. 

Ionescu guided Oregon to a 31-2 mark this season, 
which ended prematurely with the cancellation of 
the NCAA Tournament because of the pandemic. 

“I have enjoyed everything that I did this year,” 
said Ionescu during the Pac-12 Tournament. “I 
never second guess my choice.” 

“Sabrina is a basketball player, period. She was 
this year’s Zion and a household name,” AP voter 
Deb Antonelli said. 

While Ionescu was a unanimous choice, South 
Carolina coach Dawn Staley received 20 votes from 
the panel to win the AP’s coach of the year award 
for the first time. Northwestern coach Joe McK- 
eown was second with five votes, Graves garnered 
four ballots and North Carolina State’s Wes Moore 
received one. 
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AP player of the year 

Dayton's Toppin takes top honor 

College basketball, Page 23 


After weeks of speculation, 
Tokyo Games off until 2021 


By Eddie Pells, Stephen Wade 
and Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — The IOC announced a first- 
of-its-kind postponement of the Summer 
Olympics on Tuesday, 
bowing to the reali¬ 
ties of a coronavirus 
pandemic that is shut¬ 
ting down daily life 
around the globe and 
making planning for 
a massive worldwide 
gathering in July a 
virtual impossibility. 

The International 
Olympic Committee 
said the Tokyo Games 
“must be rescheduled 
to a date beyond 2020, but not later than 
summer 2021, to safeguard the health of 
the athletes, everybody involved in the 
Olympic Games and the international 
community.” 


It was an announcement seen as all but 
a certainty as pressure mounted from 
nervous athletes, sports organizations 
and national Olympic committees — all 
confronting the reality that training and 
qualifying schedules, to say nothing of in¬ 
ternational anti-doping protocols, had been 
ruptured beyond repair. 

Four-time Olympic hockey champion 
Hayley Wickenheiser, the first IOC mem¬ 
ber to criticize the body’s reluctance to 
postpone, called it the “message athletes 
deserved to hear.” 

“To all the athletes: take a breath, re¬ 
group, take care of yourself and your fami¬ 
lies. Your time will come,” she wrote on 
Twitter. 

IOC President Thomas Bach and Japa¬ 
nese prime minister Shinzo Abe met via 
phone Tuesday morning, and they, along 
with a handful of executives from the IOC 
and Japan’s organizing committee, agreed 
to make the call. 

SEE GAMES ON PAGE 22 





Jean-Christophe Bott, Keystone, top, and Jae C. Hong, bottom/AP 


Top: The Olympic rings are displayed at the entrance of the International Olympic 
Committee headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. Bottom: People take pictures with 
the Olympic Flame during a ceremony Tuesday in Fukushima City, Japan. The torch 
relay was also postponed, but the torch will be stored and displayed in Fukushima. 



nr n RE DC As the s P orts world pauses to join the rest of the world in fighting the coronavirus pandemic, you will 
tHULUO see fewer sports stories in Stars and Stripes. We look forward to resuming our normal coverage when 
the leagues and governing bodies determine it is safe for athletes and fans to return to competition. 















